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Boston/Boise  Fundraiser 

Judge’s  Appearance  at  Lecture  Causes  Storm 


Justice  Bonin  and  Angela  Bonin  at  the  Gore  Vidal  lecture. 


After  a  20-minute  hearing,  before 
the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  on  Thurs¬ 
day,  April  13,  Justice  Robert  Bonin 
was  suspended  until  “ allegations  of 
misconduct” can  be  investigated  by  the 
Committee  on  Judicial  Responsibility. 
Bonin’s  lawyers  had  argued  that 
suspension  should  not  be  made  until 
formal  charges  were  filed  against 
Bonin.  The  following  story  was  filed 
before  the  Judicial  Court’s  action. 

By  David  Brill 

BOSTON  —  Superior  Court  Chief 
Justice  Robert  M.  Bonin’s  appearance 
at  the  April  5  fund-raising  lecture  by 
Gore  Vidal  to  benefit  the  Boston/Boise 
Committee  has  sparked  a  raging  con¬ 
troversy  in  all  branches  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  government  that  may  lead  to 
Bonin’s  removal  f.om  office.  In  a 
prepared  statement,  Bonin  denied 
knowing  that  the  funds  raised  from  the 
event  would  be  used  to  affect  up¬ 
coming  trials,  stating,  “I  went  to  a 
church  solely  to  hear  a  lecture  by  an 
eminent  literary  figure.” 

Officials  of  the  Boston/Boise  Com¬ 
mittee  reacted  angrily  to  press  coverage 
of  the  Vidal  lecture.  BBC  co-chair¬ 
person  Rev.  Edward  Hougen,  in  a 
press  conference  on  April  7  at  the 
Arlington  Street  Church,  reiterated 
that  the  BBC  is  not  a  defense 
committee.  Hougen  emphasized  that 
the  committee’s  only  purposes  were  to 
insure  a  fair  trial  for  the  defendants 
and  to  end  the  attacks  upon  gay  people 
that  have  surfaced  in  recent  months. 

Hougen  condemned  Suffolk  County 
District  Attorney  Garrett  Byrne, 
accusing  him  on  engendering  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  “witchhunts,  hysteria, 
guilt  by  association,  and  character 
assassination.”  On  the  propriety  of 
Bonin’s  appearance  at  the  Vidal 
lecture,  Hougen  said,  “He  was  there  as 
a  private  citizen.” 

Byrne  asked  Bonin  on  April  6  to 
remove  himself  from  sitting  on  and 
from  the  assignment  of  judges  to  any 
of  the  so-called  Revere  cases.  He 
accused  the  judge  of  lending  “the  pres¬ 
tige  of  his  office  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  defendants.” 

My  only  interest,”  Byrne  added,  “is 
that  there  be  a  fair  and  impartial  trial 
for  these  defendants  and  also  oneHhat 


By  Jim  Marko 

BOSTON  —  After  a  meeting  with 
members  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  the  US  Public  Health  Service 
has  adopted  the  position  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Psychiatric  Association  and  will  no 
longer  define  homosexuals  as  -either 
“sex  deviants”  or  “psychopathic  per¬ 
sonalities.”  The  Public  Health  Service 
stated  on  April  4  that  it  will  inform  all 
its  officers  at  border  crossings,  and  all 
Immigration  officials  and  State  Dept, 
visa  officers  of  the  policy  change. 

On  April  6,  just  two  days  after  the 
announced  change,  a  gay  Canadian 
citizen  was  refused  entrance  into  this 
country  because  of  his  sexuality. 


protects  the  best  interests  of  the  people 
of  this  Commonwealth.” 

Bonin  has  been  accused  of  violating 
Canon  5,  Subsection  A-  2  of  the  state’s 
Judicial  Code  of  Ethics,  which  says 
that  a  judge  “should  not  lend  the 
prestige  of  his  office  to  advance  the 
private  interests  of  others;  nor  should 
he  convey  or  permit  others  to  convey 
the  impression  that  they  are  in  a  special 
position  to  influence  him.”  The  code 
permits  judges  to  attend  fund-raising 
events  of  organizations  so  long  as  they 
are  not  speakers  or  guests  of  honor. 

Asked  to  Resign 

Reaction  to  Bonin’s  appearance  at 
the  fundraiser,  which  was  first 
reported  in  the  Boston  Herald-Ameri- 
can,  came  swiftly: 

•  Rep.  Peter  Flynn  (D-Bridge- 
water)  filed  a  resolution  in  the  House 
demanding  Bonin  step  aside  until  the 
state’s  Committee  on  Judicial  Respon¬ 
sibility  can  “examine  the  judge’s 
conduct.”  That  resolution  has  been 
referred  to  the  House  Rules  Committee 
for  action. 

•  Rep.  Mark  Fitzsimmons  (D-Wey- 
mouth)  and  Rep.  James  Sheets 
(D-Quincy),  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
filed  legislation  stripping  the  chief 
justice  of  his  authority  to  assign  cases. 

•  Westford  Police  Chief  Joseph  R. 
Cornell,  president  of  the  MassaChu 
setts  Police  Chiefs  Association,  said, 
“I  think  Bonin  should  resign  or  be 
fired  forthwith  ...  If  the  facts  are  as  I 


Officer  Cites  Policy 

Serge  Savard  of  Montreal  was  com¬ 
ing  into  this  country  with  an  American 
citizen,  Iolo  Carew,  a  resident  of  Som¬ 
erville,  Mass.  At  the  border  crossing  at 
Highgate  Springs,  Vermont,  Savard 
was  questioned  by  an  Immigration 
officer  and  refused  admittance  because 
he  is  gay. 

According  to  Carew,  the  officer,  S. 
J.  Roth,  read  the  policy  against  admit¬ 
tance  of  anybody  who  can  be  described 
as  a  “sex  deviate”  or  as  having  “psy¬ 
chopathic  disorders.” 

Argument  Doesn’t  Work 

Despite  a  long  discussion  between 
Roth,  Carew  and  Savard,  the  officer 
would  not  allow  the  Canadian  citizen 


see  them,  I  certainly  have  to  classify  his 
action  as  reprehensible.” 

•  House  Minority  Leader  Francis 
W.  Hatch  (R-Beverly),  who  hopes  to 
oppose  Gov.  Michael  Dukakis  in  this 
fall’s  gubernatorial  election,  called 
Bonin’s  appearance  “appalling,” 
adding,  “he’s  unfit  to  be  Chief  Justice. 
It’s  similar  to  Judge  Sirica  going  to  a 
benefit  for  G.  Gordon  Liddy.” 

•  Philip  Rollins,  president  of  the 
Massachusetts  District  Attorneys  Asso¬ 
ciation,  called  Bonin’s  appearance  “a 
disgrace”  and  “inexcusable.” 

•  Walter  H.  McLaughlin,  Bon’s 
predecessor  as  chief  justice,  assailed 
Bonin,  “It  is  incredible  that  he  did  not 
know  the  nature  of  the  meeting,  or  that 
nobody  told  him  in  advance,  or  that 
when  he  arrived  and  found  out  the 
nature  of  the  meeting,  he  did  not  walk 
out.” 

•  State  Sen.  David  Locke  (R- 
Wellesley)  filed  a  resolution  calling 
upon  Bonin  to  suspend  himself 
pending  a  judicial  investigation. 
Lock’s  resolution  was  admitted  after 
the  Senate  voted  to  suspend  rules  on  a 
vote  of  23-8.  The  resolution  ultimately 
passed  29-2.  (See  roll  call  at  end  of 
article.) 

On  April  8,  the  Boston  Globe  edi¬ 
torially  asked,  and  on  April  10,  Bonin 
agreed,  to  remove  himself  from  the 
assignment  of  the  Revere  cases.  How¬ 
ever,  when  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
asked  Bonin  on  April  11  to  voluntarily 
suspend  himself  from  all  functions  as  a 


to  enter  this  country.  Carew  told  GCN 
that  Roth  merely  stated  “It’s  the  law.” 

Bruce  Voeller,  Co-Executive  Direc¬ 
tor  of  the  National  Gay  Task  Force 
told  GCN  that  he  expected  that  there 
would  be  “some  problems”  in  affect¬ 
ing  the  policy  change.  “When  cases  [of 
non-admittance  based  on  homosexual¬ 
ity]  occur,  we  will  discuss  them  with 
the  Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Service  (INS)  and  try  to  straighten 
them  out.” 

Policy  Far  Reaching 

Voeller  said  that  the  “far-reaching 
policy  change  will  go  a  long  way 
toward  ending  this  country’s  exclusion 
of  gay  visitors  and  immigrants.” 

“We  are  also  hopeful,”  Voeller  said, 


judge,  he  refused.  “I  believe  1  must 
adhere  to  my  personal  principles  and 
be  faithful  to  the  serious  civil  liberties 
issues  involved  in  attending  a  lecture, 
“the  judge  wrote  in  a  letter  to  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  Chief  Justice  Edward  F. 
Hennessey. 

Reaction  to  Refusal 

Gov.  Michael  Dukakis,  who  under¬ 
went  extreme  criticism  last  year  for 
nominating  Bonin  to  the  post  of  chief 
justice,  wrote  Bonin  and  asked  him  to 

’’reconsider”  his  refusal  to  step 
aside. 

•  Rep.  Peter  Flynn  filed  another 
bill,  one  using  the  “address”  method 
to  remove  Bonin  from  office.  Under 
that  method,  which  was  last  used  to 
remove  Dorchester  District  Court 
Judge  Jerome  Troy  five  years  ago, 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature  must 
pass  the  legislation,  at  which  point  it 
must  be  signed  by  the  governor  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Executive  Council, 
which  confirms  all  judges. 

•  The  Supreme  Judicial  Court’s 
seven  justices  interrupted  their 
Wednesday  morning  sessions  to  decide 
how  to  respond  to  Bonin’s  letter.  Al¬ 
though  the  justices  are  legally  able  to 
suspend  any  judge  without  a  hearing, 
they  decided  to  provide  Bonin  with  the 
opportunity  of  one.  The  hearing, 
which  was  scheduled  for  April  13,  was 
designed  to  offer  Bonin  the  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  give  his  version  of  why  he  ap¬ 
peared  at  the  Vidal  lecture.  The  justices 
are  most  interested  in  determining 
whether  Bonin  did,  as  the  Boston 
newspapers  report,  receive  a  request  on 
the  afternoon  of  April  5  from  one  of 
the  defendant’s  lawyers  not  to  attend 
the  benefit. 

Angela  Bonin,  the  judge’s  wife,  was 
furious  at  seeing  a  photograph  of  her¬ 
self  and  her  husband  on  the  front  page 
of  the  Herald- American.  “My  hus¬ 
band  and  I  are  no  longer  private  citi¬ 
zens  ...  If  a  judge  cannot  attend  a 
lecture  by  an  author  in  a  church,  none 
of  us  is  safe,  none  of  our  civil  rights  are 
safe.  A  support  of  gay  rights  is  a  sup¬ 
port  of  all  of  our  civil  rights.” 

Rep.  Barney  Frank,  who  was  one  of 
the  first  speakers  at  the  now-notorious 
April  5  benefit,  told  GCN  that  he  felt 
in  was  inappropriate  for  Bonin  to 
attend  “if  he  thought  it  was  a  benefit 
Continued  on  page  6 


“that  any  remaining  problems  can  be 
resolved,  since  INS  General  Counsel 
David  Crosland  has  agreed  to  person¬ 
ally  serve  as  liaison  between  his  agency 
and  NGTF,  and  has  encouraged  us  to 
bring  any  complaints  by  gay  aliens  or 
prospective  immigrants  directly  to  his 
attention.” 

Another  Meeting  in  Series 

The  meeting  between  NGTF  and  the 
Health  Service  was  the  third  held  in  the 
past  year  in  the  effort  to  have  the 
policy  changed.  The  Task  Force 
presently  has  meetings  scheduled  with 
the  Civil  Service  Commission,  the 
Dept,  of  Health,  Education  and  Wel¬ 
fare,  and  the  Dept,  of  Housing  and 
Urban  Development. 


Reported  Incident  at  Canadian  Border 

Policy  Change  Affects  Immigration 


News  Notes 


BRYANT  TO  BOSTON.  SORT  OF 

BOSTON  —  Word  of  Life  International,  an 
evangelical  organization  headed  by  Jack  Wyrtzen 
and  Harry  Bollback  which  "reaches  youth  with  the 
Gospel  of  Christ,"  is  bringing  this  roadshow  to 
Boston. 

Word  of  Life  rallies,  with  "stirring  message, 
music,  story,"  will  occur  here  and  in  Maine  and 
Connecticut  in  the  coming  months. 

Wyrtzen  and  Bollback  will  appear  live  at  the 
rallies,  with  an  "8  foot  Statue  of  Liberty  and  a 
chorus  of  100,"  and  Anita  Bryant  will  appear  on  'A 
Giant  Screen." 

The  Boston  rally  is  set  for  May  13  at  7  p.m.  at 
the  Park  St.  Church.  On  Friday,  May  1 2  at  7:30  p.m., 
Word  of  Life  will  be  at  Bulkeley  High  School  in  Hart¬ 
ford,  Conn.  Word  of  Life  appears  at  the  Portland 
City  Hall,  Portland,  Maine  on  Sunday,  May  14  at 
2:30  p.m. 

NAKED  CIVIL  SERVANT 

BOSTON  —  The  BBC-TV  produced  The  Naked 
Civil  Servant  is  finally  being  aired  in  the  Boston 
area.  WNAC-TV,  Channel  7,  will  be  showing  the 
award  winning  program  Monday,  April  17  at  10 
p.m. 

The  Naked  Civil  Servant  is  based  on  the  auto¬ 
biography  of  Quentin  Crisp  —  "...  not  merely  a 
self-confessed  homosexual  but  a  self  evident  one." 
In  the  book,  Crisp  went  on  to  say,  "...  I  put  my  case 
not  only  before  the  people  who  knew  me  but  also 
before  strangers.  This  was  not  difficult  to  do.  I  wore 
makeup  at  a  time  when  even  on  women  eye  sha¬ 
dow  was  sinful."  John  Hurt  portrays  Quentin  Crisp 
in  the  televised  version  of  his  story. 


THE  CELLULOID  CLOSET 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  American  Film  Insti¬ 
tute  Theater  at  the  Kennedy  Center  will  present  an 
extensive  six-week  retrospective  entitled  "The 
Celluloid  Closet:  Homosexuality  in  the  Cinema." 
More  than  40  films  will  be  shown  spanning  the  past 
seventy-five  years,  including  early  silents  and 
talkies,  contemporary  productions,  foreign  and 
American  films,  documentaries,  underground 
works  and  television  shows. 

The  program,  which  will  run  from  May  23 
through  July  6,  will  survey  the  media  and  examine 
its  treatment  of  homosexuality.  The  program  is  the 
first  major  US  film  survey  of  homosexuality  in  films. 
It  follows  a  similar  program  presented  by  the 
British  Film  Institute  in  London  last  year. 

The  American  Film  Institute  Theater  is  located 
in  the  Hall  of  States  at  the  Kennedy  Center.  Box 
office  hours  are  from  noon  to  9  p.m.  daily.  For 
ticket  information  call  (202)  785-4601. 

BENEFIT  FOR  BOSTON  NOW 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Chapter  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  is  holding  "A  Tribute  to 
Midge  Mackenzie  and  Dr.  Kenneth  Edelin"  on 
Friday  evening,  May  5,  at  8  p.m.  at  Christ  Church, 
Zero  Garden  St.  in  Cambridge. 

Mackenzie  will  present  parts  of  her  Master¬ 
piece  Theatre  series  "Shoulder  to  Shoulder"  along 
with  clips  of  her  other  film  work.  Dr.  Edelin  will 
give  a  presentation  of  his  experiences. 

For  this  benefit,  NOW  is  asking  a  $3  donation 
at  the  door.  Tickets  can  be  purchased  in  advance  by 
calling  NOW  at  661-6015. 


BU  WOMEN'S  YELLOW  PAGES 

BOSTON  —  A  new  resource  for  Boston  Univer¬ 
sity  women  has  just  become  available.  The  first 
edition  of  the  Boston  University  Women's  Yellow 
Pages  includes  course  listings  and  descriptions  of 
all  the  women's  courses  taught  at  BU,  name  and 
numbers  of  numerous  campus  women's  groups, 
and  listings  in  over  10  categories  such  as  BU 
women's  counseling,  assertiveness  training  at  BU, 
and  Black  and  Third  World  Women  on  campus. 

The  handbook,  which  was  funded  by  a  grant 
from  the  Graduate  Student  Association  of  the 
School  of  Education,  was  researched  and  written  by 
volunteers  from  the  BU  Women's  Center  and  the 
University  Resources  Task  Force. 

Page  2  •  GCN,  April  22,  197E 


CANADA'S  SLOW  PROCESS 

OTTAWA,  ONT  —  In  a  letter  to  the  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition,  Prime  Minister  Pierre  Elliot 
Trudeau  has  stated  that  he  expects  the  Canadian 
Human  Rights  Commission  to  make  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  further  government  action  on  gay  rights  in 
Canada. 

In  a  carefully  worded  letter,  Trudeau  stated 
that  the  "Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police,  the  Dept, 
of  External  Affairs  and  the  Dept,  of  National  De¬ 
fence  have  found  that  homosexuals  are  targeted 
for  blackmail  toa  greater  extent  than  heterosex¬ 
uals  .  .  .  there  is  no  government  policy,  either  overt 
or  covert,  to  discriminate  against  homosexuals." 

The  Prime  Minister  added,  however,  that  "the 
Armed  Forces  .  .  .  have  found  that  due  to  the 
special  character  of  the  Forces,  individuals  who  are 
found  to  be  homosexual  are  given  discharges 
which  do  not  cite  specific  reasons  for  release,  in 
order  to  avoid  harassment  and  for  their  own  bene¬ 
fit." 

Trudeau  added  in  his  letter  to  the  Coalition 
that  he  and  his  colleagues  "feel  strongly  that  the 
Federal  Government  must  make  every  effort  to 
eliminate  prejudiced  attitudes  towards 
homosexuals,  but  you  will  appreciate  that  this  can 
be  a  very  slow  process." 

WOMAN  PREACHES  IN 

WESTMINSTER 

LONDON  —  The  Rev.  Mary  Michael  Simpson 
has  become  the  first  ordained  woman  to  preach  in 
Westminster  Abbey.  Rev.  Simpson,  a  Canon  Resi¬ 
dentiary  at  the  Cathredal  of  St.  John  the  Divine  in 
New  York,  appeared  at  the  Abbey  at  the  beginning 
of  a  five-week  tour  to  help  British  advocates  of 
sexual  equality  build  public  pressure  for  the  ordi¬ 
nation  of  women  by  the  mother  church  of  the 
worldwide  Anglican  community. 

Her  sermon  was  a  strong  statement  in  favor  of 
sexual  equality  in  the  Christian  church,  condemn¬ 
ing  the  church  for  treating  women  as  "second  class 
Christians." 

"Christian  creativity  for  the  present  age  must 
not  depend  on  male  leaders,”  Rev.  Simpson  said. 
"Woman's  contribution  —  from  w<.  .  m  properly 
trained  and  authorized  —  is  essenF"! 

AM  TIKVA  COURSE 

BOSTON  —  Am  Tikva  is  sponsoring  a  ix-week 
mini-course  on  the  Middle  East,  beginninq  April  14. 
The  scheduled  curriculum  includes  The  History  of 
Zionism,  History  of  the  Palestinian  Nationalist 
Movement,  Inter-Arab  Relations  and  their  effects 
on  the  Arab-lsraeli  conflict.  Films  and  guest 
speakers  will  also  be  a  part  of  the  course. 

For  further  details  and  information,  call 
524-1890.  This  course  is  free,  but  materials  will  cost 
an  estimated  $10. 


INDY  CONFERENCE 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IN  —  The  first  Midwest 
Gay/Lesbian  Awareness  Conference  will  be  held 
June  30  -  July  2  at  the  Michigan  Street  campus  of 
Indiana  University.  Spr  *  -ored  by  the  Indianapolis 
Coalition  for  Human  Rights,  the  conference  will 
feature  Barbara  Gittincs  and  Allan  Spear  as  key¬ 
note  speakers.  Gittings  is  Coordinator  of  the  Task 
Force  on  Gay  Libeiation  of  the  American  Library 
Assoc,  and  Spear  is  an  openly  gay  State  Senator 
from  Minnesota. 

Workshops,  films,  panel  discussions,  a  dance 
and  a  free  concert  will  highlight  the  conference. 
Individuals  who  wish  to  -agister  for  the  conference 
are  asked  to  writ.  '<■  lhe  Coalition  for  Human 
Rights,  Box  20124,  ir  I  i-.coolis,  IN  46220,  or  call 
(317)  846-0780  or  (31 ,  .  t»144. 


WOMAN  NAMED  MARINE  GENERAL 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  President  Carter  has 
nominated  Col.  Margaret  Brewer  to  be  the  first 
woman  general  of  the  Marine  Corps.  The  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Brewer,  who  helped  break  down  the  sex 
discrimination  barriers  in  that  arm  of  the  service,  is 
subject  to  Senate  approval. 

The  proposed  promotion  accompanied  word 
that  Brewer  would  also  be  named  the  director  of  in¬ 
formation,  or  official  spokesperson,  for  the  Marine 
Corps  headquarters  in  Washington. 

The  Marines  are  the  last  of  the  armed  services 
to  elevate  a  woman  to  general  s  or  admiral  s  rank. 


WOMEN'S  THEOLOGICAL 

COALITION 

NEWTON  CENTRE  —  The  Women's  Theological 
Coalition  of  the  Boston  Theological  Institute  are 
sponsoring  a  "Gay  Women  and  the  Church'  confer- 
ence  on  Saturday,  April  22  from  9:30  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 
The  conference,  which  is  co-sponsored  by  a  group 
of  students  from  Andover  Newton  Theological 
School,  will  be  held  in  the  faculty  lounge  of  An¬ 
dover  Newton,  210  Herrick  Rd.,  Newton  Centre. 

The  conference  is  free  and  open  to  the  public. 
It  will  be  followed  that  evening  by  a  concert  of 
women’s  music  by  Carole  Etzler,  a  feminist  musi¬ 
cian  from  Atlanta,  Georgia.  The  concert  will  be 
held  at  8  p.m.  in  Sturtevant  Hall  at  the  school. 
Donation  is  $2.50. 


STAR  NEWS  SERVICE 

HOUSTON,  TX  —  Texas  gay  publisher  Henry 
McClurg  has  announce  his  intention  to  establish  a 
national  gay  news  service  in  late  April.  He  said  that 
32  local  gay  publications,  including  GCN,  have 
been  invited  to  join.  "What  we  intend  to  establish," 
McClurg  said,  "is  a  professional  news  service,  sim¬ 
ilar  to  your  establishment  services  such  as  AP  and 
UPI,  but  of  course  on  a  smaller  scale.  This  service 
will  provide  coverage  of  gay  news  to  the  member 
publications. 

McClurg  added  that  his  venture  would  not  be  a 
success  unless  he  can  convince  at  least  20  gay  pub¬ 
lications  to  join  the  service,  which  he  is  calling  Star 
News  Service,  or  SNS. 

Star  News  is  at  400  Westmoreland,  Houston, 
TX  77006,  phone  713-522-7416. 


AESTHETIC  UNREALISM 

NEW  YORK  —  Forty-three  men  and  six  women 
signed  a  large  advertisement  in  the  March  30  New 
York  Times  to  assert  their  "conversion"  from  homo¬ 
sexuality  to  heterosexuality  through  the  vehicle  of 
"Aesthetic  Realism,"  a  neo-religion  which  claims  to 
offer  its  members  a  new  way  to  see  the  world.  The 
statement  was  made  in  response  to  a  Sunday  Times 
Magazine  article  three  weeks  before  entitled 
"Homosexuality  on  Campus." 

The  statement  credits  AR's  founder,  Eli  Siegel, 
and  a  "teaching  trio"  of  three  other  men  with 
changing  "the  way  we  see  the  world,  the  way  we 
see  women,  and  we  are  no  longer  homosexual." 

"Aesthetic  Ralism  is  a  way  of  seeing  the  world 
and  oneself  that  says:  One,  the  purpose  of  every¬ 
one  is  to  like  the  world;  Two,  the  way  to  like  the 
world  and  the  things  in  it  is  to  see  both  as  the 
aesthetic  oneness  of  opposites;  Three,  the  greatest 
danger  for  a  person  is  to  have  contempt  for  the 
world  and  what  is  in  it,  despite  their  aesthetic 
structure." 


SEXIST  JOB  TITLES  CHANGED 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  U.S.  Dept,  of  Labor 
has  published  a  revised  edition  of  the  Dictionary  of 
Occupational  Titles  which  replaces  the  job  titles 
viewed  as  sexist  in  the  1965  edition. 

Instead  of  "linemen"  or  "foremen"  or  "work¬ 
men,"  firms  should  now  be  hiring  "supervisors”  and 
"operators."  Such  titles  as  "scrub  woman”  or 
"cigarette  girl"  have  now  been  changed  to  "clean¬ 
er"  or  "cigarette  vendor." 

The  new  dictionary  is  designed  to  make  it 
easier  for  employers  to  hire  women  for  all  jobs, 
and  to  make  it  more  difficult  to  discriminate  in  pay 
between  men  and  women  with  the  same  job  des¬ 
cription. 


MSU  GAY  STUDENT  PRES. 

EAST  LANSING,  Ml  —  The  undergraduate 
population  at  Michigan  State  University  has  elected 
its  first  openly  gay  candidate  as  student  body 
president. 

Dan  Jones,  a  junior  from  Shelton,  Conn., 
gained  3,436  votes,  some  500  moe  than  his  nearest 
rival.  Jones,  who  is  a  horticulture  major,  said  he 
didn't  deal  with  "gayness."  "Throughout  the  cam¬ 
paign,  students  got  to  know  me  as  a  person.  I  dealt 
with  issues  of  concern  to  all  students.  They  couldn't 
help  but  realize  that  gayness  is  only  one  of  many 
adjectives  to  describe  a  person.  It  doesn't  put  me 
way  out  in  left  field,"  Jones  said. 


NY  Representative  Admits  Relations  with  Men 

Richmond  Pleads  Not  Guilty  to  Solicitation 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  Rep.  Fred¬ 
erick  Richmond  (D-NY)  pleaded  not 
guilty  to  having  solicited  sex  from  two 
men  at  his  home  in  Washington.  Rich¬ 
mond,  whose  trial  date  was  set  for  May 
5  on  a  charge  of  soliciting  a  male 
undercover  police  officer,  admitted 
that  he  had  sought  sexual  relations 
with  a  man. 

In  a  statement  to  his  constituents 
Richmond  asked  for  their  compassion 
and  understanding.  “The  facts  are,” 
he  wrote,  “that  I  made  solicitations 
with  payment  of  money  to  a  young 
man  beginning  almost  a  year  ago,  and 
as  a  result  of  these  solicitations,  last 
February,  I  made  further  solicitations 
with  payment  of  money,  in  my  own 
home,  to  a  man  who,  unbeknownst  to 
me,  was  an  undercover  police  officer. 
Nothing  more  happened.” 

Richmond,  a  native  of  Mattapan, 
Mass.,  is  divorced  and  has  gone  into 


seclusion  with  his  family.  In  his  state¬ 
ment  to  his  constituents,  the  repre¬ 
sentative  said,  “I  prayerfully  ask  your 
compassion  and  understanding  at  this 
extremely  difficult  time  for  myself,  my 
parents,  my  son,  my  staff  —  and  for 
you.” 

The  charge  of  solicitation  carries  a 
maximum  penalty  of  90  days  in  jail,  a 
$250  fine  or  both.  Richmond’s  attor¬ 
ney  stated  that  under  the  “first 
offender”  system  the  case  will  most 
likely  not  be  prosecuted. 

Reports  this  past  week  stated  that 
Richmond  is  not  going  to  drop  his  bid 
for  re-election,  although  many  of  his 
colleagues  are  quoted  as  saying  that  the 
effect  on  his  political  future  could  be 
severe.  Richmond  had  been  mentioned 
as  a  possible  candidate  for  the  US 
Senate  in  1980. 

Support  has  come  from  a  number  of 
quarters  after  Richmond’s  statement 


Rep.  Frederick  Richmond 


and  court  appearance.  New  York 
Democrats  described  him  as  “one  of 
the  most  effective  and  hard-working 
members  of  Congress.” 


New  York  Mayor  Edward  Koch  said 
through  a  spokesperson  that  Rich¬ 
mond  was  a  “good  friend  and  what¬ 
ever  personal  support  I  can  give  him 
and  whatever  political  support  I  will 
give  him,  I  will.” 

Meade  Esposito,  leader  of  the 
Democratic  Party  in  Brooklyn,  Rich¬ 
mond’s  home  district,  expressed  doubt 
that  the  arrest  would  ruin  Richmond’s 
political  career.  “I  will  support  the 
guy,”  said  Esposito,  “let’s  judge  him 
on  his  performance  as  a  Congress¬ 
man.” 

The  New  York  Times  reported  that  a 
sampling  of  Rep.  Richmond’s  consti¬ 
tuents  found  most  to  be  sympathetic. 
“He’s  the  best  Congressman  we’ve 
ever  had  in  this  district,”  Charlotte 
Wolf  told  the  Times,  “this  stuff  is 
none  of  my  business.” 


Providence  Ordinance  Defeated,  Community  Continues  Fight 


PROVIDENCE,  RI  —  The  Rhode 
Island  Gay  Political  Caucus  will  file 
suit  against  four  members  of  the  City 
Council  for  allegedly  violating  the  con¬ 
stitutional  rights  of  the  supporters  of 
the  Providence  anti-discrimination 
ordinance.  The  ordinance  was  defeated 
by  the  Council  on  April  6  by  a  28  to  6 
vote. 

Charles  Noice,  a  spokesperson  for 
the  Caucus,  told  GCN  that  the  group 
will  file  a  suit  in  US  District  Court 
charging  that  the  procedures  used  by 
the  City  Council  Committee  on  Ordi¬ 
nances  during  a  March  29  hearing  vio¬ 
lated  First  Amendment  rights  of  free 
speech.  Council  members  Vincent  J. 
Cirelli,  chair  of  the  committee,  Edward 


Xavier,  Thomas  Pearlman  and 
Thomas  Glavin  will  be  named  as  de¬ 
fendants  in  the  suit.  Noice  charged  that 
the  committee  conspired  to  restrict  the 
rights  of  those  who  supported  the  em¬ 
battled  anti-discrimination  measure  by 
placing  a  three  minute  restriction  on 
their  presentations  without  putting  a 
limit  on  opponents. 

The  ordinance  banning  discrimina¬ 
tion  has  been  re-introduced  in  Provi¬ 
dence,  but  without  the  phrase  “sexual 
orientation.”  Noice  said  that  the  Gay 
Caucus  will  try  to  add  an  amendment 
with  the  phrase  in  place. 

“It  will  be  clearly  defined  this  time,” 
Noice  said,  “so  that  people  will  under¬ 
stand  what  we  are  working  for.”  In  a 


show  of  support  for  the  ordinance 
about  100  people  attended  a  rally  at 
Brown  University  on  Saturday,  April 
8.  Speaking  to  the  audience  was  Nor¬ 
man  Jacques,  a  candidate  for  the 
Democratic  nomination  for  Congress 
from  the  First  District  in  Rhode  Island. 

“It’s  even  a  shame  we  have  to  be 
here  tonight  and  talk  about  gay 
rights,”  he  said,  “because  I  don’t 
think  it’s  any  of  my  business  what  two 
people  are  doing  in  the  privacy  of  their 
homes  and  it’s  not  the  government’s 
business  either.” 

Marge  Ragona,  minister  of  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  also 
appeared  at  the  rally.  She  told  the 
crowd  that  one  in  ten  Americans  are 


Two  Killings  in  Denver  Lead  to  Demonstration 


DENVER,  CO  —  Some  200  people 
marched  through  the  downtown  sec¬ 
tion  of  this  city  on  Sunday,  April  2  to 
protest  the  second  killing  by  a  Denver 
police  officer  of  a  transsexual  in  less 
than  nine  months. 

Tony  “Irene”  DeSoto  was  shot  by 
Vice  Squad  Officer  Lawrence  Subia  on 
March  30.  Police  say  DeSoto  struggled 
with  the  officer  when  an  attempt  was 
made  to  arrest  DeSoto  on  charges  of 
prostitution?  On  July  14,  1977,  an  offi¬ 
cer  of  this  city’s  Vice  Squad  shot  and 
killed  Eugene  “Tracy”  Levy.  Again, 
police  reported  that  Levy  was  protest¬ 
ing  a  prostitution  arrest. 

Protestors  walked  nearly  three  miles 
through  the  city  to  the  Denver  Police 
Building  to  demand  disciplinary  action 
against  the  two  officers.  Both  officers 
had  no  charges  filed  against  them. 


Demonstrators  called  for  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  an  effective  citizen’s  police 
review  commission  with  real  power  to 
disciplinethe  police.  The  march  spon¬ 
sors,  Transsexual,  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Defense,  vowed  to  launch  an  inde¬ 
pendent  investigation  into  the  shooting 
death  of  the  29-year-old  DeSoto. 

“We  can’t  depend  on  a  straight 
police  department,  a  straight  DA’s 
office  and  a  straight  coroner’s 
officer,”  organizer  Phil  Allen  said. 
“We  know  who  the  killers  are.” 

Addressing  the  rally  in  front  of 
police  headquarters,  Dr.  Robert  Jan¬ 
kowski  continued  his  moves  for  a 
change  in  the  police  policy  that  allows 
officers  to  carry  only  deadly  weapons 
with  them.  Vice  officers  in  Denver, 
who  are  usually  in  plainclothes,  often 
do  not  carry  blackjacks  for  fear  they 


will  be  identified  as' police  officers. 

“One  death  is  one  too  many,”  said 
Jankowski,  “Now  there’s  two.  Police 
should  have  a  means  of  subduing  per¬ 
sons  they  arrest  without  killing  them.” 

The  march  through  Denver  pro¬ 
ceeded  without  incident,  although  the 
lack  of  a  permit  kept  the  marchers  on 
the  sidewalks.  Fearing  police  would 
cite  them  for  even  the  most  minor 
offense,  the  marchers  also  stopped  at 
each  traffic  light. 

The  newJy  formed  Transsexual,  Les¬ 
bian,  Gay  Defense  called  on  the  gay 
community  in  Denver  to  “resist  the 
violence  against  us.  We  must  protest 
these  racist,  sexist  and  homophobic 
attacks,  because  if  the  police  can  kill 
one  of  us  without  active  resistance  and 
self  defense  from  the  community,  they 
can  kill  any  of  us.” 


Book  Shipment  from  New  York  Seized  by  Customs 


NEW  YORK,  NY  —  A  shipment  of 
books,  phonograph  records  and  other 
material  sent  from  the  Oscar  Wilde 
Memorial  Bookshop  to  an  Edmonton, 
Alberta,  Canada  bookstore  was  seized 
by  Canadian  Customs. 

The  shipment  was  designated  as 
“controversial”  by  the  Collector  of 
Customs  in  Edmonton.  Officials  told 
GCN  that  the  shipment  was  still  being 
held  pending  further  investigation. 

Among  the  books  seized  at  the 
border  were  Lesbian  and  Women ’s 
Movement,  Homosexual:  Oppression 
and  Liberation,  and  The  Joy  of 
Lesbian  Sex.  The  three  books  are  now' 
available  in  bookstores  throughout 
Canada. 


In  a  letter  to  the  Oscar  Wilde  Book¬ 
store,  Rosemary  Ray  of  Vanguard 
Books  said  that  the  seized  material  will 
probably  be  released  shortly.  She 
added  that  the  seizure  was  “in  keeping 
with  the  general  climate  in  Canada  at 
this  time  as  w;e  await  the  decision  of 
The  Body  Politic  trial  and  Anita 
Bryant  is  visiting  Western  Canada  next 
month  —  so  the  anti-gay  forces  are 
mustering  their  allies.” 

Craig  Rodwell,  the  owner  of  the 
Oscar  Wilde,  wrote  a  letter  to  Barry 
Steers,  the  Consul  General  of  the  Ca¬ 
nadian  Consulate  in  New  York  City. 

Writing  to  protest  the  seizure,  Rod- 
well  stated  that  the  action  was  “part  of 
the  recent  actions  by  the  Canadian 


government  against  my  people  in 
Canada  —  including  the  attempt  to 
close  down  the  best  Gay  liberation 
newspaper  in  the  world,  The  Body 
Politic,  and  the  raids  by  machinegun 
toting  police  people  on  Gay  bars  in 
Montreal.  Please  inform  your  govern¬ 
ment  that  Gay  Liberation  is  not  going 
to  go  quietly  away.” 

A  number  of  phonograph  records 
were  also  seized  by  Canadian  Customs 
along  with  the  books  mentioned.  Two 
copies  each  of  AC/ DC  Blues,  Lesbian 
Concentrate,  Face  the  Music,  and  I 
Know  You  Know  were  in  the  seized 
shipment.  Also  being  held  by  Customs 
are  5  Lambda  bookmarks  and  3  cro¬ 
cheted  patches. 


gay,  which  means  “families  are  af¬ 
fected.”  “We  are  your  children,”  Ra¬ 
gona  said. 

Organizers  of  the  rally  also  read  a 
letter  sent  to  the  Gay  Caucus  by  Midge 
Costanza,  an  aide  to  President  Carter. 
She  responded  after  an  information 
package  sent  to  a  Rhode  Island  Senator 
by  the  group  was  forwarded  to  the 
White  House. 

Constanza  wrote  that  Carter  has 
stated  on  many  occasions  “that  he 
would  move  quickly  to  end  discrimina¬ 
tion  against  all  peoples,  gay  or  other¬ 
wise.  Movement  has  been  slow'  but  we 
will  continue  to  work.” 


ASSISTANCE  REQUESTED 
—  The  body  of  Patrick  Smith 
(above),  41,  of  Foxboro,  was 
found  on  March  24  in  the  cruis¬ 
ing  area  at  the  Blue  Hills 
Reservation.  He  had  been  at 
various  gay  bars  in  the  down¬ 
town  area  on  Thursday  evening, 
and  police  are  seeking  informa¬ 
tion  from  persons  who  may  have 
known  him  or  saw  him  that  eve¬ 
ning.  The  death  has  not  been 
ruled  accidental  or  murder,  as  it 
is  unclear  whether  he  fell  or  was 
pushed  from  the  observation 
tower.  Persons  who  can  provide 
information  could  contact  Det. 
Sgt.  Thomas  White  or  Det.  Leo. 
Papile  of  the  Metropolitan 
Police  at  (617)  282-8760. 
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editorial 


Bonin,  Byrne,  Boston/Boise 


A  lie  is  just  as  good  as  the  truth  as  long  as  someone  believes  you. 

rhat  seems  to  be  the  eardinal  rule  being  followed  by  the  Boston  media  and  the 
office  of  Suffolk  County  District  Attorney  Garrett  H.  Byrne.  John  Silber  is  no 
friend  of  the  gay  community,  but  maybe  "grade  inflation”  pnd  “the  flight  from, 
excellence”  are  indeed  the  reasons  why  so  many  lies  about  the  so-called  "Revere 
sex-ting,”  the  Boston/Boise  Committee,  and  Gore  Vidal’s  lecture  in  Boston  on 
April  5  continue  to  be  repeated  in  the  press.  Maybe  the  reporters  and  lawyers  are 
just  stupid. 

But  as  we  see  it.  homophobia  is  the  better  explanation.  What  has  happened 
with  the  Boston/Boise  Committee  is  the  same  thing  that  happened  with  the  library 
arrests.  The  press  and  the  public  consider  the  words  of  the  police  and  District 
Attorney  to  be  the  gospel  and  not  to  be  questioned.  Those,  lies  must  be  stopped. 
Chief  among  them: 

•  None  of  the  men  has  pleaded  guilty. 

•  The  alleged  "victims”  were  not  all  8  to  13  years  old.  In  fact,  all  but  two  of 
(Item  were  14,  15  or  16  at  the  time  the  incidents  are  said  to  have  taken  place.  Such 
a  case  probably  could  not  have  even  happened  in  a  state  like  Maine,  where  the  age 
of  consent  is  14.  (Such  geographical  disparities  destroy  any  assertion  of  the 
“universal  reprehensibility”  of  such  crimes.) 

Most  of  the  media  have  been  totally  unfair  in  their  coverage  of  the  eases. 
Repeated  references  to  “child  molesters”  on  the  evening  news  only  serve  to 
convince  us  more  that  Garrett  Byrne  has  some  hold  over  the  press  in  this  city. 
Perhaps  if  Byrne  were  examined  with  as  much  diligence  as  Superior  Court  Chief 
Justice  Robert  Bonin  has  been  examined  recently,  the  public  could  then  decide  who 
the  real  wrong-doers  are. 

The  District  Attorney  called  for  Bonin  to  remove  himself  from  any  participa¬ 
tion  in  the  Revere  ease  when  it  was  revealed  that  the  judge  was  one  of  1500  (not 
100,  as  the  Globe  reported)  who  attended  a  $5-per-pcrson  fundraising  lecture  by 
Gore  Vidal  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church.  Byrne’s  claim  that  the  judge’s 
appearance  at  the  church  precludes  the  possibility  of  “a  fair  and  impartial  trial  for 
the  defendants  and  also  one  that  protects  the  best  interests  of  this  Common¬ 
wealth"  is  ludicruous. 

If  the  District  Attorney  were  interested  in  a  fair  trial,  he  would  not  have 
described  the  defendants  as  members  of  a  “ring”  when  some  of  the  defendants  did 
not  even  know  each  other.  He  would  not  have  described  the  charges  as  rape,  when, 
in  fact,  no  man  has  been  charged  with  actual  rape.  And  most  importantly,  if 
Byrne’s  office  were  concerned  about  justice,  then  the  so-called  "victims”  (none  of 
whom  made  complaints)  would  not  have  been  harassed,  threatened,  intimidated, 
and  lied  to  by  the  prosecuting  attorneys. 

What  Byrne  is  most  interested  in,  it  is  clear,  is  re-election.  L  ast  week,  former 
Chief  Justice  Walter  McL  aughlin  (who  has  called  for  Bonin’s  resignation) 
addressed  a  letter  to  thousands  of  lawyers  in  Massachusetts  soliciting  their 
attendance  at  a  $50-per-person  fundraising  party  for  Byrne.  The  Boston  Globe 
court  reporter  who  has  been  covering  the  entire  affair,  Joseph  Harvey,  is  also  the 
Tow  n  Counsel  for  the  tow  n  of  Winthrop  —  part  of  Suffolk  County  —  and,  histor¬ 
ically,  an  important  cog  in  Byrne’s  re-election  machinery.  Why  have  we  not  read  of 
these  conflicts  of  interest? 

The  gay  community  is  being  used  here  in  two  ways.  First,  we  are  being  used  as 
fuel  for  Byrne’s  re-election.  It  is  woefully  apparent  that,  what  with  illegal  gun  and 
drug  traffic  rampant  in  Suffolk  County,  he  needs  something  —  anything  —  to 


convince  the  public  that  he  is  worth  re-electing.  For  most  people,  a  sabbatical 
means  taking  one  year  off  every  few  years.  Byrne’s  sabbaticals  involve  working  for 
one  year  out  of  every  four,  as  he  has  since  1954. 

The  second  way  that  we  tire  being  used  is  as  mud  —  to  smear  Judge  Bonin  as 
savagely  as  possible.  Apparently,  the  District  Attorney  would  have  us  believe  that 
it  is  much  worse  to  support  gay  rights  than  it  is  to  lie,  cheat,  harass,  and  slander 
people.  Anything  or  anyone  vaguely  (or  unknowingly)  on  the  side  of  the  gay 
community  is  immediately  guilty  of  supporting  all  sorts  of  disgusting  things.  Or  at 
least  Byrne  thinks  so. 

That  there  has  been  a  vendetta  against  Judge  Bonin  since  his  appointment  by 
Governor  Dukakis  a  year  ago  is  also  quite  clear.  From  the  start,  he  was  resented 
because  he  was  not  a  member  of  the  "club”  —  the  conservative,  legal  establish¬ 
ment.  When  the  governor  nominated  this  liberal  lawyer  last  year,  McLaughlin  was 
incensed.  And  the  same  press  which  has  been  so  reticent  to  investigate  the  District 
Attorney’s  office  began  to  impugn  Bonin’s  integrity  with  unparellelcd  vehemence. 

It  is  debatable  whether  Bonin  should  have  appeared  at  the  Gore  Vidal  lecture. 
On  one  hand,  it  was  a  public  event  at  a  church,  advertised  everywhere,  and  there 
was  never  any  indication  in  the  advance  publicity  that  the  money  raised  would  be 
used  for  pending  Superior  Court  trials.  And,  in  fact,  the  money  will  not  be  used 
that  way. 

On  the  other  hand,  however,  Bonin  took  a  calculated  risk  by  attending  the 
function  when  some  of  the  Revere  defendants  and  their  lawyers  were  within 
shouting  distance.  It  is  not  so  much  that  being  there  was  a  conflict  of  interest,  but 
that  it  may  have  seemed  like  one  to  readers  of  the  Boston  Herald  American  who 
saw  the  headline,  "Bonin  at  Benefit  for  Sex  Defendants”  on  Page  One. 

But  we  are  willing  to  bet  that  if  Bonin  had  instead  paid  $5  to  hear  Anita 
Bryant  or  Ed  Davis  speak  at  the  “Revere  Committee  to  Execute  Faggots,”  there 
would  be  few  calls  for  his  resignation.  If  the  judge’s  appearance  at  the  Vidal  lecture 
did  anything,  it  seared  Garrett  Byrne  by  suggesting  that  the  defendants  may,  in 
fact,  actually  receive  a  fair  trial.  Why  that  thought  unnerves  the  D.A.  so  much  is 
anyone’s  guess. 

GCN  demands  that  Attorney  General  Francis  X.  Bellotti  supercede  Byrne’s 
office  in  the  prosecution  of  the  Revere  cases,  as  is  the  attorney  general’s 
prerogative.  (The  state  took  over  the  investigation  of  a  Suffolk  County  arson  ring 
last  year  in  this  manner.)  The  political  and  emotional  manner  in  which  these  cases 
has  been  handled  has  made  it  impossible  for  a  fair  trial  to  take  place  unless  the 
prosecutor  is  changed. 

We  also  believe  that  the  legislation  sponsored  by  Rep.  Peter  Flynn  (D-Bridge- 
water)  to  remove  Judge  Bonin  from  office  is  both  premature  and  unwarranted. 
Supervision  of  judges  is  properly  within  the  province  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  and  the  Committee  on  Judicial  Responsibility,  and  until  their  investigations 
and  recommendations  are  complete,  any  action  by  the  Legislature  is  wrong.  Just  as 
judicial  interference  with  legislative  operations  in  minimal,  so  should  the 
homophobic  House  and  Senate  members  refrain  from  the  Bonin  ease,  at  least  until 
the  proper  agencies  dir  their  jobs. 

And  finally,  we  would  observe  that  all  of  our  community  is  being  victimized 
by  this  climate  of  hysteria  perpetrated  by  the  media  and  the  Suffolk  County  D.A. 
The  existence  ot  a  Boston/Boise  Committee  obviously  has  upset  a  lot  of  people. 
We  arc  fighting  back,  and  maybe  that’s  the  only  good  thing  to  happen  in  the  last 
lew  months. 


community  voices 


bothered  by  craig 

Dear  GCN. 

1  am  a  hit  bothered  by  all  the  reviews  and  arti¬ 
cles  on  Crniu  Russell.  Granted,  be  can  be  very 
entertaining  and  “Out raucous”  was  very  excit¬ 
ing.  but  I  do  have  one  thing  to  say. 

1  paid  a  good  price  for  his  show  at  Berklee  (it 
was  the  second  show).  He  not  only  finished  a 
half  hour  earlier,  but  he  was  very  unprofessional 
during  his  entire  act.  I  kept  waiting  for  it  to  get 
better.  He  came  out  stumbling  and  was  very  in¬ 
coherent.  lie  didn’t  seem  to  be  in  tune  to  the 
audience  at  all.  Ml  in  all,  I  was  v  cry  disappointed 
with  the  whole  evening.  I  could  have  had  a  better 
time  watching  the  “Gong  Show.” 

Sincerely, 

loAtin  Schwartz 
Boston 


outrage  at  BPL 

\  I  et ter  to  the  Editor: 

I  am  outraged  at  the  recent  reports  of  police 
harassment  of  gay  men  at  the  Boston  Public  Li¬ 
brary.  I  must  state  at  the  outset  that  I  am 
opposed  to  the  sexual  solicitation  that  lakes  place 
m  the  Library's  men’s  room,  but  the  activities 
ol  the  Boston  Police  go  far  beyond  the  regulation 
of  this  problem. 

If  the  reports  which  I  have  read  are  accurate, 
the  Boston  Police  have  gone  much  further  than 
the  Library’s  request  that  they  control  the 
activ  ity  in  the  men’s  room.  They  have  engaged  in 
active  entrapment  of  gay  men  in  many  other 
areas  of  the  general  library,  using  techniques  that 
are  certainly  questionable  and  rather  unethical. 
W  hat  I  am  referring  to  is  the  use  of  plainclothes 
police  officers  dressed  and  behaving  in  a  fashion 


planned  to  attract  the  attention  of  gay  men  at  the 
1  ibrary.  When  they  receive  the  response  they  are 
looking  for,  they  arrest  the  person  at  whom  their 
advances  were  made.  The  charge:  “open  and 
gross  lewdness”.  The  grounds  upon  which  these 
charges  are  made  are  so  flimsy  as  to  not  be  be¬ 
lieved.  It  seems  that  smiling,  talking  and  other¬ 
wise  behav  ing  in  a  normal  manner  is  grounds  for 
arrest.  \n  arrest  was  allegedly  made  even  after 
one  gay  man  refused  the  advances  of  one  of  these 
police  officers,  who.  upon  asking  if  the  man  in 
question  was  gay.  no:  only  received  an  affirma¬ 
tive  answer,  but  also  another  refusal  of  the  police 
officer's  ov ert tire.  I  his  seems  to  me  to  be  entrap¬ 
ment,  which  I  believe  to  be  illegal! 

.1.1  .B. 

Boston 
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NEWS  EDITOR 

Gay  Community  News  is  looking  for 
a  News  Editor.  Must  have  nerves  of 
steel,  an  iron  constitution,  and  an 
affinity  for  poverty  ($70  per  week). 
Call  Jim  or  Richard  at  426-4469. 


PLANNING  MEETING  for  GCN/ 
GAY  PRIDE  WEEK  BENEFIT  at 
1270  Thursday,  April  20,  8-10  p.m. 
For  information  call  Michael 
Campbell,  267-0587. 


Board  Meeting 

The  semi-annual  membership  meet¬ 
ing  of  GCN  will  he  held  Saturday. 
April  22  at  1  p.m.  in  the  GCN  offices, 
22  Bromfield  St.  Nominations  for 
Board  members  will  he  taken  from  the 
floor.  All  members  of  the  GCN  Cor¬ 
poration,  including  volunteers,  are 
urged  let  attend. 


1  he  above  thermometer  will  weekly  show  progress 

lowarils  solvency  in  IV“n  I  he  main  source  ot  additional 
income  will  be  genet aied  b\  a  series  ol  benefits.  You  can 
contribute  simply  b\  attending.  II  von  are  unable  to  attend 


ot  wi>h  to  make  a  larger  donation  we  are  also  encouraging 
^people  to  send  eontiibtiiions  io: 

SOLVENCY  *78 
(fCN 

22  BROM LILLI)  ST. 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02108 
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speaking  out 

Taking  Issue  with  'Our 
Right  to  Love' 

By  Nancy  Walker 

I  read  with  considerable  annoyance  the  review  of  Our  Right  to  Love  by  Pat 
Kuras  entitled  “A  Lesbian  Panorama,”  in  GCN,  Volume  5,  number  36.  Ms.  Kuras 
praises  an  article  in  the  book  by  Polly  Kellogg,  called  ‘‘Breaking  Up,”  which  is  one 
of  the  most  ill-thought  out,  badly  written  pieces  of  gibberish  I’ve  seen  in  a  long 
time.  Ms.  Kellogg’s  thesis  is  that  loving  someone  and  losing  her,  and  the  subse¬ 
quent  pain  of  such  a  loss,  is  really  the  result  of  homophobic  pressures,  the  need  to 
retain  our  lesbian  identity,  and  a  whole  host  of  totally  unrelated  ideas  culminating 
in  the  suggestion  that  if  we  have  enough  ties  with  the  lesbian  community,  breaking 
up  might  be  as  easy  to  cope  with  (and  dehumanizing  I  might  add)  as  playing 
musical  chairs.  God  forbid!  Ms.  Kellogg  completely  refuses  to  recognize  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  genuine  love  between  two  healthy,  clearly  distinguishable  individuals, 
who  don’t  give  a  fuck  about  the  homophobic  society,  and  don’t  use  each  other 
as  substitute  mothers,  etc.,  can  exist.  That  love,  not  dependency  in  its  sicker 
modes,  can  exist  and  last  till  ‘‘death  do  us  part”  is  the  possibility  that  would 
frighten  Ms.  Kellogg  and  her  think  alikes  more  nearly  to  death  than  the  prospect  of 
installing  a  revolving  door  in  their  bedrooms.  Whoopee! 

And  now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  for  the  best  of  all.  Ms.  Kuras  mentions  in  her 
review,  that  ‘‘our  own  GCN  has  a  few  laurels  tossed  our  way.”  Laurels  are  not 
bramble  bushes,  I  take  it,  so  something  is  amiss  somewhere,  or  should  I  say  a-Ms? 
In  any  case,  I  quote  from  page  248  of  Our  Right  to  Love :  “.  .  .  About  one  third  of 
GCN  is  ad  copy,  so,  like  most  male  publications,  it  is  able  to  afford  the  amenities 
(necessities,  really)  of  respectable  journalism  (typesetting,  weekly  publication,  cor¬ 
respondents,  origination  of  news).”  [The  italics,  except  for  GCN,  are  mine]. 

Those  of  you  who  are  subscribers,  or  regular  readers  of  this  paper,  know  how 
absurd  any  reference  to  us  and  a  sufficiency  of  working  capital  is.  We  have  the 
“amenities”  of  typesetting  because  our  typesetter  cared  enough  about  us  to  give  us 
rates  far  below  the  usual  for  such  services.  Without  Xanadu  Graphics  we  could  not 
have  come  into  existence  or  remained  there.  We  do  not  pay  any  of  our  writers, 
correspondents  or  otherwise.  We  publish  weekly  because  the  people  who  work  for 
this  paper  are  dedicated  and  probably  certifiably  nuts.  As  for  being  a  male  paper,  I 
haven’t  looked  lately,  but  I  have  nothing  growing  below  the  waterline  that  would 
indicate  anything  other  than  female. 

I  have  been  with  GCN  now  for  almost  two  years,  sputtering  and  scrapping 
noisely  all  the  way.  The  men  have  not  “tolerated”  me.  I  have  felt  liked  or  disliked, 
agreed  with  or  disagreed  with,  not  because  of  my  gender  but  because  of  my  ideas. 
In  all  the  time  I’ve  been  here,  the  men  have  continuously  and  consistently  tried  to 
attract  more  women  onto  the  staff,  as  writers  and  editors.  When  I  arrived  on  the 
scene  Lyn  Rosen  was  the  Managing  Editor.  At  the  moment,  we  have  women 
running  the  business,  distribution  and  classified  departments.  We  have  a  number 
of  female  writers  and  we  are  certainly  hoping  to  find  more. 

Do  I  sound  angry?  Good.  I  am.  Feminist  publications  tend  to  run  off  at  the 
mouth  about  sisterhood  being  wonderful  and  the  whole  male  establishment 
stinking.  What  they  seldom,  if  ever,  bother  to  do  is  get  their  facts  straight.  GCN  is 
not  male;  it  is  gay;  it  is  community.  It  at  least  tries  to  get  its  facts  straight.  That 
damned  lesbian  resource  book  should  have  dealt  exclusively  with  resources  and 
left  the  klutzy,  snide,  bitchy  little  anti-male  comments  out. 

I  do  not  know  how  accurate  the  rest  of  the  book  is,  but  once  such  a  blatant 
instance  of  error  and  prejudice  becomes  apparent,  the  remainder  of  the  book  has 
to  be  suspect  also. 

I  am  often  appalled  by  an  attitude  that  seems  prevalent  among  the  activists  in 
our  movement,  the  assumption  that  if  something  is  gay  and  feminist  it  has  to  be 
good  or  treated  as  if  it  were  good,  regardless  of  the  actual  merits  of  the  case.  We  do 
ourselves  and  our  community  a  disservice  every  time  we  abdicate  our  responsibil¬ 
ity  to  tell  the  real  truth  as  we  see  it  with  eyes  unclouded  and  brains  brought  fully  to 
bear  on  the  subject  at  hand.  I  wish  Our  Right  to  Love  were  as  coherent,  fair- 
minded  and  useful  as  it  should  have  been.  But  it  simply  is  not.  Better  luck  next 
time. 
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fighting  the 

military 

Dear  GCN:  t 

I  enjoyed  your  past  issue  on  ihe  new  regulation 
of  the  US  Navy  concerning  retention  of  those 
sailors  accused  of  committing  homosexual  acts 
(GCN  Vol  5,  No.  35). 

It  hits  me  personally  since  1  recently  was  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  Naval  Service  because  of  my 
homosexuality.  I’m  a  new  resident  of  Boston  be¬ 
cause  of  the  continuing  fight  with  the  military  on 
this  stand  —  this  time  with  the  Army  at  Ft. 

Devens.  1  came  here  to  join  my  lover  in  his  fight 
to  get  honorably  discharged  from  the  Army,  also 
because  of  his  homosexuality. 

It’s  been  nine  months  since  we  began  our  fight, 
me  from  California  where  1  was  stationed,  and 
Tony  (fictional  name)  from  Ft.  Devens. Tony’s 
Board  of  Officers,  similar  to  a  trial,  is  coming  up 
soon  and  it’s  a  great  strain  on  both  of  us.  We 
didn't  ask  for  this  fight,  but  because  of  prejudi¬ 
cial  laws  the  Defense  Dept,  still  has,  we  were 
forced  to  accept  it. 

While  I  was  in  the  Navy,  I  saw  many  careers  go 
down  the  drain  because  someone  was  suspected 
of  being  homosexual.  Most  were  good  sailors, 
who  loved  the  service  and  had  intentions  of 
making  it  their  career. 


My  best  friend,  who  was  also  gay,  was  almost 
court-martialed  when  a  petty  officer  reported 
seeing  him  kiss  another  man.  The  Armed 
Services  goes  to  great  lengths  to  make  sure  there 
is  no  prejudice  against  blacks,  women,  orientals, 
and  others,  but  when  it  comes  to  homosexuals, 
they’re  the  subject  of  jokes  and  laughed  at. 

I  simply  can't  understand  why  anyone  would 
put  down  someone  who  loves  someone  else.  Isn't 
there  enough  hate  in  the  world?  I’m  sure  you’ve 
heard  all  these  arguments  before,  but  let’s  not 
forget  that  many  people  are  fighting  the  military 
on  their  own,  except  for  their  lawyer  who  works 
for  the  government,  and  need  reassurance  that 
someone  does  care  and  is  willing  to  do  something 
about  it. 

Sincerely, 

Name  Withheld  on  Request 

GCN  welcomes  letters  and  comments 
from  our  readers.  Letters  for  publica¬ 
tion  should  be  typed  (double-spaced), 
or  printed  neatly,  and  signed.  If  re¬ 
quested,  your  name  will  be  withheld. 
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ANNE  NICHOLS  —  registered  electrologist 
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Vidal 


Continued  from  page  1 

for  defendants.”  But  Frank  added,  ‘‘It 
was  perfectly  possible  to  go  there  and 
not  be  aware  of  the  nature  of  the 
event.”  Frank  said  he  intends  to  write 
the  Committee  on  Judicial  Responsi¬ 
bility  to  inform  them  as  much. 

The  Committee  on  Judicial  Re¬ 
sponsibility  subpoenaed  videotapes 
belonging  to  WGBH-TV  which  were 
taken  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church 
during  the  Vidal  lecture,  apparently  to 
determine  what  role,  if  any,  Bonin 
played  during  the  course  of  the  benefit. 
However,  WGBH  officials  have 
refused  to  honor  the  subpoena, 
claiming  First  Amendment  rights,  and 
have  locked  up  the  tapes  in  an  un¬ 
disclosed  location.  One  source  said 
that  the  Committee  is  interested  in 
whether  Bonin  was  the  ‘‘guest  of 
honor”  at  the  affair.  Bonin  has  stated 
repeatedly,  as  the  Boston/Boise  Com¬ 
mittee  has  confirmed,  that  he  attended 
voluntarily  and  was  not  invited  by  the 
gay  group. 

Meanwhile,  at  its  regular  meeting 
last  week,  members  of  the  Boston/ 
Boise  Committee  voted  to  endorse  the 
work  of  the  National  Jury  Project, 
which  is  expected  to  play  some  role  in 
the  upcoming  trials.  However,  the 
group  did  not  take  any  action  on  the 
question  of  whether  the  BBC  should 
contribute  financially  to  the  work  of 
the  National  Jury  Project,  because 
there  is  some  dispute  as  to  whether 
such  a  contribution  would  make  the 
BBC  a  defense  committee,  which  it 
reiterated  it  is  not. 

Demonstration  Voted 

The  BBC  also  voted  to  hold  a 
demonstration  on  Thursday  evening, 
April  27,  at  the  Great  Dome  Hall  in  the 
Quincy  Market,  where  Suffolk  County 
D.A.  Garrett  Byrne  will  be  holding  a 
$50-per-person  fundraiser  for  his  re- 
election  campaign. 

In  other  action,  the  BBC  voted  to 
schedule  a  series  of  workshops  with  the 
media,  lawyers,  women’s  groups,  and 
clergyman  to  discuss  the  issues  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Revere  cases. 

In  addition,  they  voted  to  direct  their 
legal  counsel  to  research  the  case  law 
on  the  subject  of  statutory  rape,  which 
most  of  the  24  defendants  are  charged 
with.  BBC  co-chairperson  Tom  Reeves 
told  GCN  he  is  particularly  concerned 
about  the  doctrine  of  non-rebuttabil- 


ity,  which  says  that  a  person  under  16 
is  incapable  of  consent  in  the  eyes  of 
the  law  and  cannot  legally  rebut  the 
charge  of  ‘‘rape.”  Reeves  said  that  the' 
South  Dakota  Supreme  Court  recently 
invalidated  the  doctrine  of  non- 
rebuttability  in  statutory  rape  cases. 

The  BBC  will  also  research  the  laws  - 
concerning  punishment  of  statutory 
rape.  Massachusetts  is  the  only  state  in 
the  country,  according  to  Reeves, 
which  makes  no  distinction  between 
actual  (or  forcible)  rape  and  statutory 
(consensual)  rape  involving  persons 
under  16.  For  both  crimes,  the  maxi¬ 
mum  penality  is  life  imprisonment. 

Reeves  had  praise  for  the  straight 
media  for  their  coverage  of  the  April  7 
BBC  press  conference.  ‘‘They  really 
used  our  media  guidelines.  It  was  the 
first  time  they  didn’t  refer  to  a  ‘sex¬ 
ring’  or  ‘child-molesters,’”  Reeves 
said. 

Boston  Phoenix  reporter  Flora 
Haas,  who  has  spent  most  of  her  career 
covering  the  criminal  justice  system, 
said,  ‘‘This  is  creating  sympathy  for  ’ 
Bonin  among  anybody  who  has  read 
the  Constitution.” 


ROLL-CALL  ON  SENATE  RESOLUTION  BY 
SEN.  DAVID  LOCKE  (R  WELLESLEY) 
URGING  SUPERIOR  COURT  CHIEF  JUS¬ 
TICE  ROBERT  M.  BONIN  TO  SUSPEND 
HIMSELF  FOR  ATTENDING  A  BENEFIT 
FOR  THE  BOSTON  BOISE  COMMITTEE. 
FIRST  VOTE:  To  suspend  rules  lo  allow  the 
Locke  resolution  on  the  Senate  floor. 

YES:  Senators  Amiek,  Atkins,  Aylmer, 
Boverini,  Brennan,  Buckley,  Bulger,  D’Amico, 
Fitzpatrick,  Foley,  Fonseca,  Hall,  Lewis,  Locke, 
LoPresti,  McCann,  McKenna,  Parker,  Ron- 
tondi,  Saltonstall,  Tobin,  Walsh,  Zarod. 

PAIRED  YES:  Senators  Bernashe,  Kelly, 
Tully,  and  Pollard. 

NO' Senators  Baekman,  Mastrolcola,  McCar¬ 
thy,  Olver,  Owens,  Tunilty,  Watt,  and  Wetmore. 

PAIRED  NO:  Senators  Rogers,  McKinnon, 
Sisitsky,  and  Burke. 

SECOND  VOTE:  On  adoption  of  Locke  resolu¬ 
tion. 

YES:  Senators  Amick,  Atkins,  Aylmer, 
Boverini,  Brenna,  Buckley,  Bulger,  D’Amico, 
Fitzpatrick,  Foley,  Fonseca,  Hall,  Lewis,  Locke, 
LoPresti,  Mastrocola,  McCann,  McKenna, 
Olver,  Parker,  Pollard,  Rotondi,  Saltonstall, 
Timilty,  Tobin,  Wall,  Walsh,  Wetmore,  and 
Zarod. 

PAIRED  YES:  Tully,  McKinnon,  and  Ber¬ 
nashe. 

NO:Scnators  Baekman  and  Owens 

PAIRED  NO:  Senators  Sisitsky,  Burke,  and 
McCarthy. 


Woodstock,  NY  Rights  Ordinance 
Killed  in  Rules  Stalemate 


WOODSTOCK,  NY— The  gay  rights  r 
bill  that  seemed  almost  assured  of  pass- 
sage  in  this  Central  New  York  State  town 
was  killed  by  parliamentary  procedure 
recently.  The  Woodstock  Town  Board 
dropped  the  controversial  anti-discrim¬ 
ination  ordinance  after  a  meeting 
marked  by  a  series  of  tablings  and 
withdrawals  of  various  resolutions. 
Any  further  action  on  this  ordinance 
was  stopped  by  the  board’s  failure  to 
move  it  to  a  required  public  hearing. 

The  death  of  the  measure  did  not 
bring  an  end  to  the  controversy  in  this 
small  town.  One  pro-gay  merchant 
vowed  to  ‘‘fire  the  entire  Town  Board 
with  a  petition  of  recall.”  Shop  owner 
Leonard  Price  promised  to  begin 
circulating  a  petition  immediately.  ‘‘I 
think  I’ll  fire  the  board,”  he  said, 
‘‘and  I  can  do  it.  This  is  a  disgrace  and 
it’s  been  handled  with  a  waste  of 
money.”’ 

Ruth  Simpson,  president  of  Wood- 
stock  Gay  People  (WGP),  announced 
that  the  group  will  ‘‘start  over  again.” 
‘‘Watch  for  our  new  petition,” 
Simpson  told  the  Town  Board.  ‘‘We’ll 
start  over  again  and  begin  circulating  a 
second  petition  within  a  month.  We 


will  do  it  year  after  year  until  we  get  an 
anti-discrimination  ordinance  in  this 
town.” 

Meanwhile,  Stuart  Kline,  a  member 
of  WGP,  said  he  planned  to  begin  a 
lawsuit  against  the  Town  Board  for 
barring  the  public  from  a  recent 
meeting  during  which  the  board  and  its 
attorney  discussed  the  ordinance.  Kline 
charged  that  people  were  “kicked  out” 
of  that  meeting.  “They  ignored  the 
fact  that  the  people  of  Woodstock  are 
the  clients  in  this  matter,”  Kline  said. 

Woodstock  Gay  People  attorney 
Alan  Sussman  insisted  that  the  law 
would  have  “protected”  gays  only, 
and  offered  “no  redress  for  the  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  human  rights”  of  the  other 
residents  of  the  town. 

Despite  Attorney  Sussman’s  argu¬ 
ments,  the  gay  rights  ordinance  was 
effectively  killed  when  the  board  voted 
in  a  2-2-1  vote  on  a  resolution  to  hold 
two  public  hearings  on  the  measure. 

John  Natolie,  the  council  member 
who  abstained,  felt  the  hearings  were 
“purposeless”  because  no  one, 
including  the  Woodstock  Gay  People, 
supported  the  ordinance  as  written. 
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In  1917,  in  the  red-light  district  of  New  Orleans 
they  called  her  Pretty  Baby. 


The  image  of  an  adult  world  through  a  child’s  eyes. 


NEW  YORK  —  On  Saturday,  April 
1,  1  attended  New  York  University’s 
conference  on  “Constructing  a  History 
of  Power  and  Sexuality”,  presented  by 
the  NYU  Graduate  History  Society 
with  support  from  the  NYU  Women’s 
Center.  After  the  first  session,  I  felt  I 
was  attending  a  Gay  Academic  Union 
conference:  so  many  of  the  session  in¬ 
corporated  discussions  of  homosexual¬ 
ity  and  there  were  so  many  well-known 
gay  people  attending.  The  only  differ¬ 
ence  seemed  to  be  in  the  fact  that  more 
sessions  were  led  by  women  and  it 
appeared  that  women  were  at  least 
60%  of  the  estimated  200  people 
attending. 

As  with  most  conferences  where  two 
or  more  sessions  or  workshops  are 
being  presented  simultaneously,  the 
personal  difficulty  arises  as  to  which 
one  to  attend.  This  conference  was  no 
exception,  either. 

However,  knowing  that  James  M. 
Saslow  was  participating  in  the  first 
session  on  “Sexual  Imagery  in  Art” 
made  the  morning’s  start  an  easy  deci¬ 
sion  for  me.  Saslow  is  not  only  one  of 
the  most  knowledgable  experts  in  his 
field,  he’s  also  one  of  the  most  enter¬ 
taining.  His  humor  breathes  life  into 
an  often  dry  academia.  He  underscores 
scholarly  information  with  his  own 
aliveness.  Needless  to  say,  I’ve  pre¬ 
viously  heard  Saslow  at  programs  held 
at  Hunter  College  and  at  the  Glines 
Theatre  in  New  York.  He’s  also  written 
articles,  at  one  time  or  another,  for 
almost  every  gay  periodical  published. 

The  first  speaker  of  the  session, 
though,  was  Alison  Stewart  of  Colum¬ 
bia  University,  whose  subject  was 
“Love  Between  Old  and  Young: 
Northern  Renaissance,”  or  as  she 
phrased  it  “unequal  love.” 

Using  a  well-prepared  series  of 
slides,  Stewart  demonstrated  the 
thematic  portrayal  of  relationships  be¬ 
tween  older  men  and  younger  women. 
The  young  women  were  shown  with 
their  hands  on  the  older  man’s  money 
bags,  while  the  men’s  hands  were 
usually  at  the  women’s  breasts.  What 
was  viewed  as  the  man’s  foolish  be¬ 
havior  was  shown  by  including  the 
comic  fool  somewhere  in  the  painting 
or  by  dressing  the  man  in  the  fool’s 
garb.  Such  quotes  as  “He  who  fills  the 
fool’s  cap  wants  to  buy  true  love”  and 
“A  young  man’s  adventure  is  an  old 
man’s  atrocity”  were  typical  morals  to 
be  drawn  from  the  paintings. 

Women’s  deceit  and  cunning  were 
viewed  as  her  aids  in  the  venture  of 
gaining  money,  often  to  give  to  a 
younger  male  lover.  Long,  loose  hair 
on  the  women  represented  loose 
morals. 

James  Saslow’s  topic  was  “Homo¬ 
phobia  and  Art  History.”  Stating  that 
“Homoerotic  sounds  like  something 
you  do  with  milk,"  Saslow  went  on  to 
say  that  “the  production  of  homerotic 
art  is  bound  up  with  discomfort  about 
sex.”  The  Greek  world  accepted 
homosexuality  while  the  Hebrew- 
Christian  world  did  not.  The  produc¬ 
tion  of  homoerotic  art  “waxed”  with 
the  Greek  influence  and  “waned” 
during  times  of  Hebrew-Christian  in¬ 
fluence.  However,  there  were  highly 
developed  civilizations  where  homo¬ 
sexuality  was  not  considered  problem¬ 
atic.  India  was  offered  as  an  example 
of  such  a  civilization,  where  sex  is 
considered  a  universal  communication 
regardless  of  genders  involved.  Saslow 
pointed  out  that  “Gay  art  affirms  and 
celebrates,”  whereas  the  purpose  of 
church  art  is  to  “define  and  control 
behavior.” 
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Judith  E.  Stein,  of  Temple  Univer¬ 
sity,  presented  “The  Iconography  of 
Sappho  in  Romantic  Classicism”. 
Stein  thoroughly  examined  Sappho’s 
legends  and  the  subsequent  interpreta¬ 
tions  that  scholars  brought  to  them. 
One  such  off-the-wall  interpretation 
was  that  there  were  really  two 
Sapphos,  one  a  poet  and  the  other  a 
courtesan.  Stein  pointed  out  that  such 
interpretations  avoided  having  to  inter¬ 
grate  the  poet  and  the  lover,  or  the  lit¬ 
erary  and  the  lustful. 
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By  Nancy  Wechsler 

I  wrote  this  article  on  the  Gay  Par¬ 
ents  Center  because  I  feel  the  issue  and 
concerns  of  lesbian  mothers  must  be 
given  more  space  in  the  Women’s 
Movement,  the  gay  movement,  and 
society  at  large.  Lesbian  mothers  and 
single  parents  often  feel  isolated  and 
unsupported.  The  existence  of  a  Gay 
Parents  Center  in  Boston  could  be  an* 
important  part  of  breaking  down  that 
isolation. 

“Smash  the  nuclear  family’’  was  a 
common  slogan  in  the  Women’s  Move¬ 
ment  of  the  early  1970s.  It  went  along 
with  a  general  hostility  to  families, 
motherhood,  being  a  housewife  —  any 
role  that  seemed  at  all  traditionally 
female.  To  want  to  be  a  mother  some¬ 
how  seemed  an  unliberated  desire. 

The  anger  was  understandable.  For 
so  many  years  we  had  been  told  that  we 
had  to  be  mothers  and  raise  a  family. 
Perhaps  it  took  an  extreme  anti¬ 
motherhood  stance  to  eke  out  some 
ypaceto  choose  not  to  have  children. 
But  during  those  years  many  women 
with  children  came  to  fee!  put  down 
and  isolated  from  the  Women ’s  Move¬ 
ment. 

In  1970  I  didn’t  think  I  would  ever 
become  a  mother.  I  was  coming  to 
terms  with  my  own  lesbianism  and  feel¬ 
ing  for  the  first  time  in  my  life  that  I 
had  some  space  to  feel  good  about  who 
/  was.  I  thought  that  being  a  lesbian 
settled  the  ‘children  question’  once  and 
for  all  —  I  would  not  have  children. 

My  attitudes  have  begun  to  change. 
A  t  age  28  I  think  more  seriously  about 
having  children,  living  with  someone 
who  has  children,  or  making  sure  there 
are  children  somewhere  in  my  life.  I 
have  realized  that  my  earlier  assump¬ 
tion,  that  I  would  not  have  children,  is 
a  part  of  what  makes  lesbian  mothers 
feel  unsupported  and  isolated. 

What  would  it  be  like  to  be  a  lesbian 
mother?  Would  there  be  people  in  my 
life  to  help  raise  the  child  and  take  care 
of  me  through  hard  times?  What 
would  it  be  like  for  the  kids  when  they 
went  to  school?  Would  the  State  ever 
intervene  to  take  the  kids  away?  What 
would  my  life  be  like  with  children? 
These  are  just  a  few  of  the  fears  and 
questions  that  have  come  up  when  /,  or 
friends  of  mine,  have  talked  about 
having  children. 


Evolution  of  a 


As  things  are  now,  being  a  lesbian 
mother  or  a  single  parent  seems  like  a 
difficult  life.  A  more  public  movement 
in  support  of  lesbian  mothers  could 
make  things  better.  We  all  have  some¬ 
thing  to  gain  from  addressing  the  con¬ 
cerns  of  lesbian  mothers.  Lesbians  with 
children  would  begin  to  feel  less  iso¬ 
lated,  and .  our  community  would  feel 
stronger  and  more  united.  Eventually  it 
would  become  safer  for  lesbian 
mothers  to  be  open  about  their  lesbian¬ 
ism,  due  to  increased  support  from  the 
Women ’s  and  Gay  Movements,  and  in¬ 
creased  acceptance  from  society.  That 
would  tap  into  a  new  source  of  energy 
for  our  community. 

Pushing  the  issue  into  the  public 
educates  people  about  lesbians.  It  says 
loud  and  clear,  “Despite  what  you 
think  lesbians  are,  some  of  us  ARE 
mothers.”  Confronting  people’s  ster¬ 
eotypes  of  lesbians  is  an  important 
task. 

The  Women’s  Movement  has 
changed  a  lot  over  the  last  seven  years. 
Much  of  the  anti-motherhood  rhetoric 
has  disappeared.  Women  have  begun 
to  talk  in  terms  of  wanting  thepower 
and  the  right  tochoose  when  and  if  to 
have  children,  and  in  what  kind  of 
world.  We  have  demanded  free,  com¬ 
munity-controlled  child  care,  guaran¬ 
teed  income,  full  employment  and 
good  jobs,  free  abortion  and  an  end  to 
forced  sterilizations.  The  Women’s 
Movement  and  Gay  Movement  must 
now  loudly  demand  that  lesbian 
mothers  have  full  custody  rights  with 
no  restrictions. 

Last  summer  in  New  York  City  a 
committee  within  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild,  in  conjunction  with 
New  York  Dykes  and  Tykes,  organized 
a  training  course  on  the  rights  of 
lesbian  mothers.  They  hoped  that  by 
the  fall  those  who  took  the  course 
would  have  enough  energy,  skills,  and 
resources  to  open  a  lesbian  mother’s 
center.  Their  hopes  were  realized  as  the 
Dykes  and  Tykes  Custody  Center,  lo¬ 
cated  at  110  E.  23rd  St.  #502,  New 
York  City,  opened  last  November. 
Nancy  Shilepsky,  a  Boston  Lawyers 
Guild  member  who  taught  the  course 
in  New  York  City  and  is  organizing  a 
similar  course  in  Boston  this  summer, 
talked  about  her  New  York  experience. 

“It  was  fantastic.  We  did  the  training 
and  then  the  center  was  actually  opened 
in  the  fall  by  the  women  we’d  taught. 
Some  of  these  women  are  parents  and 
some  aren’t.  The  Center  has  been  off  the 
ground  and  functioning  since  November, 
helping  individuals  on  their  cases  and 
doing  major  educational  forums.  People 
staffing  the  center  took  the  course  over 
the  summer.” 

The  Center  started  with  only  $500.00, 
but  more  money  was  raised  through 
benefit  concerts,  films,  and  grants. 
Boston’s  Gay  Parents  Project,  planned 
for  this  summer,  is  based  on  last  year’s 
experience  in  New  York. 

Nancy  Shilepsky  is  a  member  of  the 
Anti-Sexism  Committee  of  the  Nati¬ 
onal  Lawyers  Guild.  It  is  that 
committee,  with  the  encouragement  of 
the  lesbian  mother’s  rap  group  (see 
GCN,  V,36)  that  is  organizing  the 
training  course  this  summer  on  the 
rights  of  lesbian  mothers  and  gay 
fathers.  Nancy  Shilepsky  will  be 
working  this  spring  to  organize  the 
project,  while  Guild  member  Holly 
Ladd  will  be  responsible  for  coordinat¬ 
ing  the  project  over  the  summer. 

A  Guild  member,  Nancy  graduated 
from  Boston  University  Law  School  in 


January  1978.  She  will  be  taking  the 
bar  exam  in  Boston  this  summer  and 
therefore  cannot  make  a  commitment 
to  coordinate-the  project  during  the 
summer  months.  She  has  been  an 
intern  in  the  1976  Women’s  Labor 
Summer  Project  and  the  1977  Lesbian 
Custody  Summer  Project.  Nancy  was  a 
founding  member  of  the  Anti-Sexism 
Committee.  She  serves  on  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  of  the  National 
Lawyers  Guild  for  the  Boston  Chapter. 
Last  year  Nancy  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Guild’s  National  Commission  on 
Women’s  Oppression.  During  the  past 
summer  she  helped,  with  other 
members  of  the  Lesbian  Custody  Sum¬ 
mer  Project,  to  coordinate  the  legal 
workshops  for  the  1977  Lesbian 
Mothers  Conference.  Although  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  Nancy  has  lived 
in  California  where  she  was  active  in 
the  Berkeley-Oakland  Women’s 
Union,  and  in  Boston  where  she  has 
been  active  in  the  local  feminist  and 
lesbian  communities.  She  is  presently 
working  with  the  Mothers  Day  Com¬ 
mittee  organizing  a  rally  on  Mothers 
Day  Weekend  in  support  of  the  rights 
of  Lesbian  Mothers. 

Holly  is  a  second  year  student  at  Suf¬ 
folk  University  Law  School.  She  has 
been  active  over  the  past  year  in  the 
Local  Guild  Chapter,  serving  on  the 
Law  Student  Organizing  Committee 
and  the  Massachusetts  Chapter  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee.  Like  Nancy,  Holly  is  a 
member  of  the  Anti-Sexism  Commit¬ 
tee.  Her  other  Guild  activities  include 
the  National  Commission  on  Women’s 
Oppression  and  the  Guild’s  Gay  Rights 
Task  Force.  Holly  grew  up  in  the 
Boston  area  and  later  moved  to  Bur¬ 
lington,  Vt.,  where  she  became  active 
in  the  Gay  Student  Union  at  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Vermont.  She  also  did  work 
with  Burlington’s  Women  Against 
Rape.  Since  moving  to  Boston  she  has 
worked  with  the  issues  of  battered 
women  in  addition  to  her  Guild  activi¬ 
ties. 

The  Birth  of  the  Committee 

The  Anti-Sexism  Committee  of  the 
Lawyers  Guild  was  formed  because 
members  believed  that  it  was  important 
to  channel  Guild  energy  into  the 
lesbian  and  gay  movements.  It  began  in 
March  of  1977  and  is  made  up  of  legal 
workers,  law  students,  and  lawyers. 
The  committee  is  composed  of  men 
and  women,  most  of  whom  are  gay.  It 
is  now  open  to  all  people  who  are  inter¬ 
ested  in  doing  anti-sexist  legal  work. 

Committee  work  has  included 
support  and  lobbying  for  gay  legisla¬ 
tion,  coalition  work  with  the  Boston 
Advocates  for  Human  Rights,  partici¬ 
pation  in  a  Boston  Gay  Town  meeting, 
the  Mothers  Day  Committee,  and  com¬ 
piling  a  legal  resource  list  for  distribu¬ 
tion  in  the  gay  community.  Individual 
members  of  the  Anti-Sexism 
Committee  have  been  involved  in  the 
Abortion  Action  Coalition,  done  sup¬ 
port  work  on  a  battered  women  bill, 
worked  with  the  Coalition  to  Stop  the 
Unit  for  Violent  Women  at  Worcester 
State  Hospital,  worked  with  the  Bos¬ 
ton/Boise  Committee,  and  done  de¬ 
fense  work  in  gay  entrapment  cases 
and  lesbian  mother  custody  cases. 
Several  people  'are  planning  on 
working  on  this  year’s  gay  pride  dem¬ 
onstration.  They  say  that  the  addition 
of  new  members  will  allow  them  as  a 
committee  to  expand  their  focus.  The 
committee  feels  it  has  a  unique  role  as 
the  only  progressive  legal  group  in 


Boston  with  direct  ties  to  the  lesbian 
and  gay  community.  As  such,  they  feel 
a  responsibility  to  maintain  and 
strengthen  those  ties. 

In  light  of  feeling  that  responsibility, 
the  Anti-Sexism  Committee  is  eager  to 
do  a  gay  parents  project  in  Boston  this 
summer.  They  believe  that  the  pressing 
need  for  such  work  in  the  Boston  area, 
coupled  with  the  success  of  last  year’s 
lesbian  mother’s  project  in  New  York, 
culminated  in  the  unanimous  recom¬ 
mendation  by  the  Guild’s  Gay  Task 
Force  for  the  continuation  of  work  in 
this  area.  According  to  the  project  co¬ 
ordinators, 

“The  blatantly  homophobic  attitudes  of 
the  courts  has  resulted  in  the  denial  of 
custody  and  visitation  rights  of  gay  par¬ 
ents.  This  oppression  has  been  devastat¬ 
ing  to  individual  gay  parents  and  to  the 
Gay  Movement  as  a  whole.  The  gay  com¬ 
munity  is  fighting  back.  But  that  fight  is 
hampered  by  a  lack  of  communication 
between  gay  and  progressive  legal  com¬ 
munities.” 

Gay  Parenthood 

The  Committee’s  summer  project  is 
designed  to  bridge  this  communication 
gap  and  to  specifically  address  the  legal 
and  political  issues  surrounding  gay 
parenthood.  The  project’s  ultimate 
goal  is  to  establish  a  Gay  ParentsCus- 
tody  and  VisitationCenter  in  Boston.  It 
is  hoped  the  project  will:  1)  educate  the 
progressive  legal  community  as  to  the 
political  importance  of  gay  parent 
work,  and  bring  to  that  community  a 
better  understanding  of  the  legal  and 
strategical  issues  that  such  work  in¬ 
volves;  2)  give  the  gay  community  the 
skills  and  resources  necessary  to  better 
fight  back  against  the  ‘legal  kidnap¬ 
ping’  of  children  of  gay  parents;  and  3) 
create  an  ongoing  relationship  between 
these  two  communities  through  coop¬ 
erative  input  into  the  gay  parent’s 
center. 

Nancy  Shilepsky  expressed  the  rea¬ 
son  for  the  project  in  human  terms: 
“The  Guild’s  Lesbian  Mother  Custody 
Project  was  invited  up  from  New  York  to 
do  the  legal  workshops  at  last  summer’s 
Boston  area  Lesbian  Mother’s  Confer¬ 
ence.  It  became  clear  from  talking  to  the 
conference  organizers  that  there  just 
wasn’t  the  legal  back-up  in  Boston  that 
lesbian  mothers  need.  There  were  rap 
groups  and  therapy  groups,  and  individ¬ 
ual  lawyers  doing  cases,  but  a  lot  of 
women  just  did  not  have  access  to  sup¬ 
portive  legal  counseling.” 
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It  is  impossible  to  give  accurate  sta¬ 
tistics  on  the  number  of  gays  who  have 
lost  their  parents  in  the  courts.  Of 
those  who  have  tried  to  fight,  many 
have  done  so  by  denying  their  gayness. 
Family  courts  do  not  often  write  or 
publish  their  opinions  supporting  their 
orders.  Moreover,  they  have  tended  to 
cover-up  the  ‘homosexuality  issue’  in 
what  opinions  they  do  write. 

Historically,  many  gay  parents,  as 
well  as  gay  people  generally,  have 
denied  their  sexuality  for  fear  of  repris¬ 
als.  Those  gay  parents  who  did  ack¬ 
nowledge  their  gayness  usually  did  not 
try  to  get  custody  of  their  children  or 
fight  for  visitation  rights.  The  societal 
prejudices  against  gays  made  such 
efforts  virtually  worthless.  Informal 
estimates  indicate  that  only  2%  of 
openly  gay  parents  ever  win  when  they 
go  to  court.  Nancy  Shilepsky  told 
GCN: 

“We  have  met  so  many  women  who 
did  not  leave  their  marriages  sooner  be¬ 
cause  they  were  afraid  of  losing  their 
kids.  The  courts  and  the  laws  are  pressur¬ 
ing  women  to  stay  in  these  oppressive 
situations.  Even  if  the  father  doesn’t  con¬ 
test  the  custody,  the  state  might.  Our 
community  loses  a  lot  of  strength  because 
of  the  very  real  fear  of  losing  our  kids  or, 
if  we  are  lucky,  having  the  judge  make  us 
choose  between  living  with  our  children 
or  living  with  our  lover.” 

The  political  situation  is  changing. 
The  women’s  movement  and  the  gay 
movement  have  created  an  environ¬ 
ment  for  women  and  men  to  recognize 
and  assert  their  love  for  members  of 
their  own  sex.  Many  of  these  women 
and  men  are  parents.  With  the  strength 
of  these  movements  behind  them,  these 
gay  parents  are  fighting  back. 

The  Anti-Sexism  Committee  feels  it 
has  begun  to  develop  an  understanding 
of  the  broader  implications  of  oppres¬ 
sion  and  harassment  of  gay  parents. 
They  feel  that  to  understand  the 
oppression  of  gay  parents,  and  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  gay  parents,  one  must  under¬ 
stand  the  relationship  of  what  they 
refer  to  as  the  “American”  family  to 
the  State.  They  define  this  “Amer¬ 
ican”  family  as  two  parents,  white, 
middle  class,  with  2.5  kids  and  hetero- 
sexually  based.  While  such  families  are 
the  minority  in  reality,  they  are  the 
standard  by  which  judges  and  the  legal 
system  judge  the  rest  of  us. 

Lesbian  and  gay  male  parents  are 
under  attack  because  they  have 


Parents  Center 


rejected  their  roles  in  the  “American” 
family.  That  family,  says  the  Anti- 
Sexism  Committee,  is  the  basic 
economic  and  socializing  unit  in  patri¬ 
archal  capitalism.  The  existence  of  that 
unit  permits  the  capitalists  to  pay  one 
worker  for  the  work  of  two.  It 
produces  an  environment  and  a  men¬ 
tality  in  which  children  are  trained  to 
fit  into  the  sex-role  stereotypes  that  will 
keep  them  from  fighting  back  against 
the  exploitation  and  oppression  that 
they  will  face  as  workers. 

The  Anti-Sexism  Committee  further 
argues  that  by  living  outside  this  family 
unit, gay  parents  present  a  potentially 
radical  alternative.  Lesbian  mothers 
and  gay  fathers  are  not  fitting  their 
prescribed  roles.  Generally,  they  are 
supporting  themselves  and  thus  rob  the 
capitalists  of  their  expected  “two  for 
the  price  of  one”  bargain.  Thus,  like 
welfare  mothers,  they  pose  a  threat  to 
the  capitalist  state.  This  threat  to  date 
has  beencountered  forcefully.  The  cult 
of  motherhood,  the  macho  cult,  the 
homophobic  attitudes  of  society  have 
all  kept  women  and  men  in  line.  People 
are  forced  to  choose  between  their 
children  (or  even  having  children)  and 
their  lives.  Gay  parents  are  now  refus¬ 
ing  to  make  that  choice. 

According  to  the  Anti-Sexism  Com¬ 
mittee, 

“The  struggle  of  gay  parents  is  not 
being  fought  in  a  vacuum.  It  is  intricately 
connected  to  the  fight  of  all  parents  living 
outside  the  ‘American’  family.  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  parents  on  welfare  are  being  le¬ 
gally  kidnapped  every  day.  Sterilization 
abuse  in  Third  World  communities  is 
rampant.  The  divorce  courts  regularly 
deny  custody  or  visitation  rights  to  par¬ 
ents  with  unpopular  political  views  and 
revoke  parental  rights  of  parents  who 
have  been  sentenced  to  prison.” 
Although  the  State  statutes  differ, 
the  legal  standards  are  generally  either 
“in  the  best  interests  of  the  child”  or 
the  “unfitness  of  the  parent.”  Such 
standards  are  necessarily  subjective 
and  can  be  used  against  any  parent 
who  lives  outside  the  judge’s  concep¬ 
tion  of  the  norm  —  any  parent  who  is 
poor.  Third  world,  politically  active 
and/or  gay.  Shilepsky  and  Ladd 
believe  that 

“the  fight  for  gay  parents  is  a  fight  against 
the  right  of  judges  to  make  such  sub¬ 
jective  and  politically  dangerous  decis¬ 
ions.  It  is,  therefore,  a  fight  for  the  rights 
of  all  parents  living  outside  the  ‘Ameri¬ 
can’  family.  While  the  roots  of  oppres¬ 
sion  may  be  different  for  different 
groups,  the  fight  must  be  a  unified  one  if 
all  parents  are  to  win  the  right  to  bear 
and  raise  children  free  from  the  discrim¬ 
inatory  interference  of  the  State.” 

More  straight  fathers  seem  to  be 
fighting  for  custody  now.  Some  are 
coming  back  to  challenge  cases  that 
were  already  “settled.”  Often  the  cases 
are  settled  out  of  court,  with  the 
women  giving  up  money  and  property 
and  allowing  liberal  visitation  —  in 
order  to  be  able  to  keep  their  children. 
But  no  matter  how  the  case  was  settled, 
in  or  out  of  court,  custody  can  be  chal¬ 
lenged  anew,  if  a  “change  in  circum¬ 
stances”  can  be  shown.  Shilepsky 
thinks  it  is  possible  that  straight  fathers 
are  challenging  old  settlements  now 
because  of  a  number  of  factors. 
Among  those  factors  Shilepsky  cited 
men’s  changing  perceptions  about  their 
parenting  roles,  the  increasing  recep¬ 
tiveness  of  the  courts  to  such 
challenges,  and  the  power  that  bringing 
such  a  case  gives  to  a  man. 

There  is  not  much  information  avail¬ 
able  about  gay  fathers,  though  it  is  be- 


lived  that  their  troubles  arise  primarily 
in  their  fight  for  visitation  rights  with 
their  kids,  not  actual  custody  battles.  It 
is  hoped  that  at  the  end  of  the  summer, 
more  information  will  be  known  about 
the  problems  of  gay  men  who  have 
children.  Shilepsky  told  GCN  that  “the 
center  itself  will  have  to  make  its  own 
decisions  about  how  it  will  deal  with 
gay  fathers  custody  cases.” 

How  can  we  win  these  custody  fights 
and  turn  the  tide?  The  Anti-Sexism 
Committee  believes  that  more  publicity 
is  the  key. 

“We  need  to  be  more  actively  educat- 
ing  people,  counteracting  stereotypes.  It 
will  be  helpful  when  the  National  Insti¬ 
tute  of  Mental  Health  (NIMH)  publishes 
its  recent  study  on  lesbian  mothers  and 
their  children.  The  initial  findings  are 
that  children  of  lesbian  mothers  are 
‘healthier’.  We  also  need  constant,  active 
pressure  on  the  court  system.  Courts  and 
judges  don’t  change  unless  we  force  them 
to.  People  have  to  fight  back.  Right  now 
each  woman  goes  into  court  as  an  indi¬ 
vidual,  with  her  own  children  at  risk.  We 
need  a  much  more  unified  approach.” 

Envisioning  the  Center 

What  will  the  Gay  Parents  Center  be 
like?  Coordinators  of  the  summer 
project  stress  that  what  the  center  is 
like  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
who  take  the  course  and  end  up  staff¬ 
ing  and  operating  it.  “It  will  have  to  be 
a  community  group  —  whatever  it  be¬ 
comes,  whatever  people  feel  they  need, 
will  be  okay,”  says  Shilepsky.  But  she 
also  has  her  own  fantasies  for  the 
center, 

“I  see  it  as  more  than  a  service  center 
for  individual  cases.  It  could  be  a  center 
to  coordinate  more  unified  public  ac¬ 
tions,  organize  demonstrations,  help  with 
publicity.  It  could  be  a  political  group 
that  is  in  a  position  to  organize  actions  at 
courthouses,  organize  educationals  for 
judges,  social  workers,  do  preventative 
work  like  that.,  It  could  serve  to  educate 
the  straight  and  gay  communities  about 
the  needs  of  parents.  I  would  hope  that  it 
is  a  group  that  would  be  willing  and 
anxious  to  work  with  other  groups  like 
CESA  (Committee  to  End  Sterilization 
Abuse)  and  the  Abortion  Action  Coali¬ 
tion  —  groups  that  are  fighting  similar 
battles.” 

The  Anti-Sexism  Committee 
provided  GCN  with  a  detailed  week-to- 
week  description  of  its  summer  gay 
parent’s  project.  Starting  on  June  5 
and  running  until  June  18,  lawyers  and 
legal  workers  will  run  an  intensive 
training  course  for  3-5  interns.  The 
interns  will  be  people  who  have  some 
legal  experience.  The  majority  will 
probably  be  from  Boston,  but  it  is 
hoped  there  will  be  some  representa¬ 
tion  from  other  cities.  The  interns  will 
be  trained  in  divorce  law,  custody  and 
visitation  law,  women  abuse  issues, 
welfare,  food  stamp  procedures,  and 
Medicaid  regulations.  Sessions  will 
also  be  devoted  to  “how  to  choose  a 
lawyer,”  related  issues  of  housing  law, 
wills,  guardianship,  adoption,  and  pro¬ 
se  (do-it-yourself)  actions.  In  addition 
to  running  the  course  the  interns  will  be 
responsible  for  editing  and  revising  the 
lesbian  custody  manual  which  was 
written  last  summer  in  New  York. 
They  will  also  be  putting  together  a 
referral  and  resource  file,  locating  an 
actual  physical  space  for  the  gay 
parents  center,  and  doing  fundraising 
for  the  center. 

It  will  be  these  interns  who  run  the 
rest  of  the  course  for  what  is  hoped  will 
be  up  to  20  staffers  —  lesbians  and  gay 
men  (not  necessarily  parents)  who  have 
an  interest  in  this  area.  The  committee 


urges  anyone  who  is  interested  in  this 
course  to  get  in  touch  with  them  now. 
No  prior  legal  experience  is  necessary. 
A  commitment  of  two  evenings  per 
week  will  be  expected  over  the  summer 
and  one  day  or  evening  per  week  in  the 
fall  to  staff  the  center  for  one  year. 
Staffers  will  schedule  the  center’s 
hours.  Child  care  will  be  provided.  All 
decisions  about  staffing  —  whether 
men  and  women  will  work  the  same 
nights  or  separate  nights  —  will  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  staffers  as  a  whole. 

From  June  19  to  Aug.  1 1  the  interns, 
with  the  help  of  some  lawyers,  will 
train  the  staffers.  In  16  lessons  the  staf¬ 
fers  will  learn  about  divorce  law,  the 
law  on  custody  and  visitation  cases, 
out-of-court  strategies  for  cases,  in¬ 
court  tactics  for  cases,  the  uniform 
custody  act,  women  abuse  (temporary 
restraining  orders  and  alternatives), 
“getting  yours”  (wel  are,  Medicaid, 
food  stamps),  “how  to  choose  a  law¬ 
yer,”  related  legal  areas,  peer  counsel¬ 
ing  techniques.  The  last  three  sessions 
have  been  slotted  for  future  planning 
and  organization  of  the  center. 
Planners  hope  to  be  moved  in  to  the 
Gay  Parents  Center  by  Sept.  1  and 
begin  operating  by  Sept.  4. 


If  you  are  interested  in  taking  this 
course  please  contact  Nancy  Shilepsky 
as  soon  as  possible  by  cat  ling.  (61 7)  282- 
1778.  There  will  be  an  open  meeting 
for  all  those  interested  in  working  on 
the  project  Thursday,  April  20  at  7:30 
p.m.  at  Holly  Ladd’s  house,  280 
Brookline  St.  #5,  Cambridge,  MA 
(corner  of  Brookline  and  Putnam). 
Call  Holly  at  (617)  547-7952  for  more 
information. 
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The  Time  cf  the 

TOURS 

...  is  a  time  for  unwrapping  dreams,  opening  windows,  pausing  for  a  bit  on  the  plaza  ...  a  time 

for  surrendering  snowy  practicality. 

It's  OK  to  walk  around  a  little  starry-eyed,  a  trifle  high  on  impossible  schemes,  a  wee  bit  love-blind. 

You  can  give  into  that  crazy  idea  that  kept  you  sane  during  the  blizzard. 

We're  a  little  giddy  ourselves.  All  winter  long  our  buyers  have  been  searching  the  markets  to  find  gifts 

and  cards  bright  enough  to  celebrate  a  Back  Bay  Spring. 

Now  Spring  is  here.  At  last  it's  the  time  of  the  tulips,  and  Copley  Flair  is  a  garden  of  fresh  ideas  .  .  . 
gifts,  cards,  wraps,  cuddly  animals,  new  gourmet  delights.  And  tulips.  You'll  find  them  everywhere. 
And  here's  our  special  Spring  craziness  .  .  .  we're  putting  many  of  our  newest  products  on  sale  right 
away.  From  April  8th  through  April  22  dozens  of  our  freshest  ideas  are  on  sale  at  1 0  to  20%  off. 
Take  advantage  of  our  tulip  time  fever.  You  see  it's  not  only  Spring,  it's  our  anniversary  and  we're 

in  a  party  mood. 


in  Back  Bay 
Where  the  tulips  bloom. 
Monday  through  Friday:  9  am  to  8  pm 
Saturday:  9  am  to  6  pm 
Sunday:  noon  to  6  pm 
583  Boylston  Street  and  at  the  Copley  Plaza 


BOSTON 
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Gore  Vidal: 

Adjutant  to  the  Gay  Camp 


By  Harry  Seng 

Gore  Vidal  has  come  and  gone.  He 
brought  people  out  in  numbers  for  a 
good  cause.  And  it  was  not  only  the 
rank  and  file  of  Boston’s  gay  com¬ 
munity  who  sat  before  one  of  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  most  astute  political  critics.  It’s 
impossible  to  know  why  1500  people 
packed  the  Arlington  St.  Church,  but 
what  we  do  know  is  that  a  few  more 
people  in  Boston  know'  more  of  the 
truth  regarding  the  motivations  behind 
the  holy  war  being  launched  against  the 
gay  community  than  they  would  ever 
discover  in  the  pages  of  the  Globe  or 
the  Herald- American,  or,  for  that 
matter  in  the  courtrooms  of  Boston. 
And  so,  from  a  purely  pragmatic  view¬ 
point,  Gore  Vidal’s  appearance  for  the 
Boston/Boise  Committee  was  a  suc¬ 
cess.  MorieV-was  raised  and,  hopefully, 
political  consciousness  as  well. 

I  have  been  actively  involved  in  gay 
politics  for  only  two  years,  but  even  in 
that  short  time  I’ve  learned  that  there 
are  no  easy  answers  to  why  people 
insist  on  oppressing  gay  people,  except 
for  the  standard  psychosociological 
one  that  people  attack  that  which  is 
different  from  themselves.  Such  an 
explanation  is  of  course  incomplete,  as 
is  most  psychology  and  sociology 
which  ignore  politics.  As  we  are  be¬ 
ginning  to  see  more  clearly,  politicians 
are  elected  by  convincing  the  majority 
to  hate  and  persecute  an  arbitary 
minority.  As  Vidal  pointed  out,  first  it 
was  the  Communists  (until  Nixon  in¬ 
advertently  took  most  of  the  punch  out 
of  the  Red  Scare  by  trekking  to  Peking 
and  Moscow),  then  the  threat  of 
Cuban  imperialism  was  carted  out  by 
the  Right  (with  Castro  cast  as  Ivan  the 
Terrible),  then  the  Panama  Canal. 
And,  presently,  fags  —  hardly  our  first 
appearance  as  lepers. 

I  am  always  both  amazed  and 
pleased  when  gay  people  appeal  to 
political  savants  for  solutions  — 
amazed  that  anyone  could  be  so  naive 
to  assume  that  criticism  meets  the 
needs  of  activism,  pleased  that 
someone  asked  the  question  which 
would  allow  me  to  gauge  the  sanity  and 
integrity  of  the  speaker.  And  so,  when 
a  member  of  the  audience  appealed  to 
Vidal  to  issue  a  program  for  com¬ 
batting  the  systematic  oppression  being 
waged  against  gay  people,  I  was 
pleased  with  his  response.  To  para¬ 
phrase  Vidal:  Be  vigilant.  Police  are  no 
less  susceptible  to  intimidation  than 
anyone  else. 

Such  advice,  sound  yet  hardly  pro¬ 
found,  characterized  Vidal’s  remarks 
to  an  audience  that  should  be  studying 
the  issues  here  in  Boston  far  more 
closely  than  Vidal  himself  had  time  to. 
What  Vidal,  the  critic,  was  telling  us  to 
do  is  something  that  should  be  plain  to 
all  of  us:  saying  No!  to  the  abuse  we 
are  being  subjected  to.  And  saying  it 
emphatically  and  finally.  If  it  leads  to 
another  Stonewall,  then  it  must.  Vidal, 
as  a  privileged  person,  has  nothing 
personally  at  stake  in  such  a  campaign. 
Anything  but  encouragement  and 
sympathy  on  his  part  would  be 
patronizing  and  dishonest.  As  one  of 
Boston’s  gay  activists  remarked, 
“What  does  an  aristocrat,  speaking  to 
raise  money  to  pay  lawyers,  have  to  do 
with  the  movement?” 

The  distinction  between  critic  and 
activist  is  glaringly  apparent  when  one 
puts  two  very  similar  remarks  by  Vidal 
and  Tom  Reeves,  who  acquainted  the 
audience  with  the  issues  Vidal  would 
address  himself  to,  side  by  side.  Reeves 
noted  that  the  harassment  of  gay 


people  in  Boston  stems  from  a  few 
people  in  high  places  (read  Byrnes  and 
his  cronies).  The  people,  the  common 
man,  are  not  against  us.  There  are 
good  people  out  there.  This  belief, 
reminiscent  of  Whitman  and,  by 
Reeves’s  own  allusion,  John  Adams,  is 
central  to  the  commitment  an  activist 
must  make  if  his  involvement  is  to  lead 
to  anything  but  despair.  Vidal  noted 
that  human  beings  are  basically  rea¬ 
sonable;  they’ll  adapt  to  anything.  The 
observations  are  similar;  they  are  not 
the  same.  The  activist  is  bent  on 
change.  The  critic  (if  he  is  responsible) 
is  content  with  revealing  truth.  One 
would  never  hear  Gore  Vidal  talk  of 
the  majority  as  “the  good  people.” 

Given  the  time  Gore  Vidal  had  to 
acquaint  himself  with  the  particulars  of 
the  choreographed  harassment  of 
Boston’s  gay  community,  his  remarks 
were  apposite.  Vidal  has  always  been 
able  to  trace  what  is  often  a  deceptive 
set  of  symptoms  and  diagnose  the 
disease.  This  is  in  a  large  sense  due  to 
the  encyclopedic  range  of  his  mind  — 
which  is  not  to  say  that  he  is  a  dabbler. 
The  facts  and  the  anecdotes  are  at  his 
fingertips.  And  yet  they  are  never 
hauled  out  in  the  wrong  context.  We 
have  heard  some  of  them  before  —  the 
tale  of  Mass.  Senator  David  Ignatius 
Walsh  chasing  Vidal’s  father  around  a 
hotel  room  —  but  the  link  is  new. 

Vidal’s  suggestion  that  gays  lay  siege 
to  Long  Island,  setting  up  a  line  of 
demarcation  cutting  Brooklyn  in  half, 
is  fantastic  in  the  best  sense  of  that 
word  —  it  is  a  proper,  but  hyperbolic, 
response.  It  is  only  off  the  wall  if  one 
denies  that  a  militant  approach  is  a 
possibility  for  the  gay  movement  at  this 
point  in  time.  We  cannot  sit  back  and 
expect  a  certain  comfortableness  to 
elicit  favors  from  a  power  elite  that 
would,  if  their  fantasies  could  be 
realized,  wipe  us  out  with  gusto.  Nor 
can  we  all  migrate  to  San  Francisco. 

The  other  tactic  Vidal  suggested,  to 
surreptiously  cart  camera  and  micro¬ 
phone  into  the  men’s  room  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library,  is  much  more 
dangerous.  It  is  illegal  to  photograph 
an  undercover  agent  of  the  police.  If 
such  a  maneuver  could  be  managed, 
and  go  undetected  until  one  could 
present  one’s  evidence  in  a  courtroom, 
as  Vidal  suggested,  then  maybe  it’s 
time  for  a  martyr  to  take  the  risk. 

Finally,  there  is  one  thing  that  we 
must  keep  in  mind  in  evaluating  Gore 
Vidal’s  relation  to  the  gay  movement. 
As  he  has  repeatedly  emphasized,  to 
him  homosexual  and  heterosexual  are 
adjectives.  The  words  describe  in¬ 
dividual  acts.  According  to  Vidal,  if 
one  talks  of  gay  sensibility,  then  one 
must  talk  of  a  straight  sensibility.  And 
what  do  Lyndon  Johnson  and 
Bertrand  Russell  have  in  common?  I’m 
tempted  to  add,  quite  a  bit.  (And  we 
can  recall  Aunt  Ida’s  observation  in 
Female  Trouble:  if  they’re  smart, 
they’re  gay;  if  they’re  stupid,  they’re 
straight.)  Whether  or  not  one  accepts 
Vidal’s  analysis,  which  is  certainly 
much  more  than  just  grammatical,  the 
implication  is  that  Gore  Vidal’s  fight 
against  the  powers-that-be  is  not  one 
that  stems  from  his  self-iderrtification 
as  a  faggot  liberationist.  That  certainly 
does  not  make  him  our  enemy.  But,  at 
the  same  time,  it  does  make  him  part  of 
a  larger  army.  I  doubt  that  Gore  Vidal 
will  be  marching  in  the  front  lines  of 
what  will  ultimately  be  our  militant 
resistance  to  the  abuse  of  the  little  gay 
person’s  rights. 
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CHARLES  RIVER  PLAZA 

173  CAMBRIDGE  STREET 
BOSTON,  MASS  02114 


6T7)  523-5195 


FOREVER 

FLAMINGO 

ART  DECO  •  OOLLECTI BLES 
CLOTHING*  JEWELRY 
•  FIESTA  WARE  •  , 


267-2547  ' 

285  Newbury  St.  Boston 


Boston’s  Best  Alt  Mote  Show! 


NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 

Funeral  Designs  —  Hospital  —  Birthday  —  Anniversaries  — 
Holiday  Centerpieces,  and  any  other  special  occasion. 

Located  in  the  Heart  of  the  New  South  End 


Flowers  and  Plants  For 
All  Occasions 


All  Major 
Credit  Cards 
Accepted 

478  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 

SO.  STATION  423-4340 


DiRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

GAY  U.S.A. 

and  Track  Meet 


Flowers  Wired 
Anywhere  In  The 
World 

Delivered  Locally 

247-3500 

Free  hot  and  cold 
beverages  for  our| 
patrons 
Friday  Night 
Midnight  Show 


Nine  Plus  One 

and  Long  John 


“  IRREVERENTLY  FUNNY.” 

William  Woll.  Cue  Maga/inc 

“Graceful,  fuiinvand  very 


moving 


Jane  I  M.i-.lin.  N  1  I  imc' 


“The  movie-of-this-year  might 
just  be ‘WORD  IS  OUT’” 


Marjorie  Rosen.  Ms  M jga/ine 


“Waves  of  love  flow  from 
the  screen.” 


Tom  Allen,  Village  Voice 


W  O  R  D  •  I  S  ■  O  U  T 


stories ■  of-  some-  of-our-lives 


A  HI  M  BY  MARIPOSA  FILM  GROUP  •  AN  ADAIR  FILMS  RELEASE 

STARTS  FRIDAY,  APRIL  21 

(  Crscn  Welles 

1001  Mass. Ave.,  Cambridge  868-3600 


Parking  Available  Across  From  Cinema 
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THE  RETURN 
OF  THE  PEACHES 


Hot  Peaches  is  back  at  New  York’s  Truck  and  Warehouse  Theatre.  Their  new 
show,  The  TV  Show,  is  not  Peaches  at  their  best  (there  are  none  of  their  really 
terrific  songs),  but  for  those  who  tune  in  to  the  spirit  of  this  slap-dash  little 
company,  it  is  nevertheless  an  evening  spent  in  good  company  with  good  humor. 

Peach  satire  is  real  and  is  pointed,  unlike  the  nasty,  self-congratulatory 
sniggering  of  Ron  Tavel’s  The  Ovens  of  Anita  Orange  Juice.  The  Peaches  have  a 
right  to  say  what  they  say  because  their  jokes,  which  are  basically  serious,  are 
about  our  lives:  they  care,  and  caring  istheheartof  true  satire.  Their  “Come  off  it, 
Mary’’  campiness  is  a  call  for  independence  ot  thinking  and  being:  free  yourself! 
“Get  real\"  they  sing,  and  you  know  they  mean  it.  The  fetching  funniness  of  the 
Peaches  —  especially  Ian  McKay,  Tony  Zee,  Agosto  Machado  and  a  performer 
who  calls  herself  186000  —  is  a  matter  of  the  people  they  are. 

Yes,  the  Peaches,  on  a  nearly  non-existent  budget,  lack  professionalism.  The 
basic  format  of  this  show  —  taking  off  on  television,  with  a  soap  opera,  a  quiz 
show,  news,  a  cooking  class  and  commercials  for  KY  and  grass,  etc.  —  resembles 
kids  getting  up  a  skit.  But  the  kids  have  grown  up,  and  their  concerns  are  those  of 
gay  adults  in  the  modern,  urban  world. 

The  Peachtones,  as  they  have  before,  supply  good,  bouncy  music. 

_ — Robert  Chesley 

A  Peek  at  a  New  Gay  Play 


Playwright  John  Crabtree  was  elated 
when  producer  Robert  Gordon  tele¬ 
phoned  him  several  weeks  ago. 
Gordon,  whose  new  Off-Broadway 
Theatre  at  Inman  Square,  Cambridge, 
opened  last  February  with  a  highly- 
acclaimed  production  of  American 
Buffalo,  called  with  the  news  that 
Crabtree’s  play,  Crier!,  has  been 
selected  for  a  May  production  at  the 
new  theatre.  “ Crier !  will  be  the  first  of 
my  seven  full-length  plays  to  be  given  a 
local  professional  production,”  said 
Crabtree,  “and  it  will  also  be  the  play’s 
first  production  anywhere.” 

Asked  what  Crier!  is  about, 
Crabtree  responded,  “I  suppose  you 
could  say  that  the  play  is  ‘about’  being 
oneself,  although  specifically  it’s 
‘about’  a  young  professional  football 
quarterback,  on  the  eve  of  his  wed¬ 
ding,  who  is  forced  to  come  to  grips 
with  the  fact  that  he  is  gay.  I’ve  never 
thought  of  Crier!  as  a  ‘gay  play’ 
though,  just  as  I’ve  never  thought  of 
myself  as  a  ‘gay  playwright.’  I  certainly 
don’t  mind  being  known  as  a  play¬ 
wright  who  happens  to  be  gay,  but  I 
think  that  all  of  my  work,  including 
Crier!,  is  aimed  at  a  larger  .audience.  It 
is  the  only  one  of  my  plays  with  what 
could  even  remotely  be  called  a  ‘gay. 
theme,’  but  I  still  wrote  it  for  everyone 
in  the  audience.” 

Is  there  any  connection  between 
Crier!  and  Dave  Kopay,  the  former 
professional  football  star  who  “came 
out”  a  couple  of  years  ago?  “No,  none 
at  all.  I  wrote  Crier!  over  two  years 
ago,  before  anyone  was  aware  of  Dave 
Kopay’s  struggle  with  his  sexuality. 
And,  of  course,  Kopay’s  book  didn’t 
show  up  until  a  year  or  more  after  the 
script  of  Crier!  had  been  finished  and 
publicly  read.” 


“After  I  read  Kopay’s  book,”  Crab¬ 
tree  added,  “I  sent  a  copy  of  Crier!  to 
him,  but  he  never  responded.  The  con¬ 
flicts  in  the  play  are  not  based  on  any 
one  person’s  factual  experiences,  and 
the  characters  are  all  inventions  of  my 
imagination. 

Why  did  Gordon  select  Crier!  for  his 
May  production?  “Well,  first  of  all,  1 
hope  that  the  play  is  good  theatre  — 
exciting,  provocative,”  answered 
Crabtree.  “Secondly,  Bob  Gordon 
loves  to  be  controversial.  He  calls 
himself  a  ‘catalyst  in  the  arts,’  and  1 
think  he  believes  that  plays  like  Crier! 
should  be  done.  Personally,  I  don’t 
think  it  is  at  all  ‘controversial,’  but 
then,  living  in  Boston,  I  sometimes  for¬ 
get  that  Boston  is  not  Cambridge,  and 
neither  city  is  Spring  Falls,  Iowa.  I 
mean  by  that,  what  you  can  say  and  do 
in  Boston  would  be  considered  unac¬ 
ceptable  and  maybe  ‘controversial’  in 
that  euphemism  known  as  ‘middle- 
America.’  Finally,  I  suspect  that  Bob 
Gordon  feels  that  Crier!  will  enjoy  a 
small  success,  or  he  wouldn’t  be 
producing  it.” 

When  asked  about  explicit  sex  and 
other  modern  theatrical  shockers, 
Crabtree  laughed.  “If  I  say  no,  there 
isn’t  any,  half  the  audience  won’t  go  to 
see  the  play.  If  I  say  yes,  the  commis¬ 
sioner  of  public  morality  or  whoever  he 
is  will  close  the  show  before  it  opens! 
Right  now,  I’ll  just  admit  to  a  dyna¬ 
mite  seduction  scene  of  which  I’m  not 
ashamed,  and  leave  it  at  that.” 

Crier!,  John  Crabtree’s  play 
about  a  professional  football  player’s 
struggles  with  his  homosexuality, 
opens  May  17th  at  the  Off-Broadway 
Theatre,  Inman  Square,  Cambridge. 
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people,  places  and  flings 


By  Eric  Royers 

The  GCN/MCC  Variety  Show  Bene¬ 
fit  was  a  delightful  success.  In  addition 
to  the  financial  rewards  of  the  evening, 
the  benefit  brought  together  some  of 
the  greatest  talents  in  the  community. 
GCVs  sincere  appreciation  goes  out  to 
those  who  gave  their  talents  in  our 
behalf  .  .  .  Janet  Baker,  Boston  Com¬ 
munity  Folkdancers,  Scott  Dudley, 
David  &  Julia,  Randall  Hartness,  Jim 
Patterson,  Steve  Soule  and  M'liss 
Calzaretla,  and  those  wonderful 
Clowns  in  Review. 

Another  benefit  for  GCN  will  take 
place  on  Sunday,  April  30  at  Di- 
v  Rocco’s  Cabaret  in  Tyngsboro.  Make 
1  your  plans  to  be  there  now  as  the  day¬ 
long  affair  will  feature  several  wonder¬ 
ful  events.  A  special  champagne 
brunch  will  take  place  at  1 1 :00.  A 
special  Gong  Show  with  a  S50  cash 
prize  will  be  held.  And  Patti  O’Keefe 
will  be  entertaining  throughout  the 
day.  It’s  a  great  excuse  to  leave  Boston 
behind  for  the  day  and  head  up  north. 
Don’t  miss  DiRocco's  GCN  Benefit! 

Hopped  down  to  New  York  City  for 
a  lovely  spring  weekend.  Stopping 
in  at  the  Spike  in  Chelsea,  I  became 
aware  of  many  people  sipping  their 
drinks  and  using  sign  language.  Having 
taken  a  basic  sign  language  course  sev¬ 
eral  years  ago,  I  asked  them  what  they 
were  all  doing  in  the  bar.  That’s  how  1 
learned  that  the  National  Convention 
for  Gay  Deaf  People  was  in  progress  in 
New  York  last  weekend. 

On  April  23,  Denise  Levertov  will 
present  an  evening  of  poetry  for  Com¬ 
mon  Stock,  the  community  restaurant 
in  Waltham.  Dinner  and  performance 


cost  S 1 0  and  the  event  is  a  benefit  for 
the  restaurant,  which  is  in  the  process 
of  relocating. 

.  .  .  If  you  haven’t  seen  them  yet,  catch 
the  Tom  Wesselmann  graphics  at  the 
Institute  of  Contemporary  Art. 

Kate  Millet  will  be  reading  from  her 
works  at  Amaranth,  134  Hampshire 
Street  in  Cambridge  on  Sunday,  April 
16.  Tickets  are  $4.(X)  in  advance  and 
the  shows  are  at  3:30  and  8  p.m.  For 
more  information,  phone  354-8371.  .  . 
Also  on  that  Sunday  at  1  p.m.  will  be  a 
potluck  brunch  for  lesbian  and  gay 
male  legal  workers,  law  students  and 
lawyers,  sponsored  by  the  Antisexism 
Committee  of  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild.  The  brunch  is  at  2  Park  Sq. 
Room  415  and  more  information  can 
be  obtained  by  calling  547-7952.  ..  . 

Sporters’  Saturday  and  Sunday 
Brunches  at  3  p.m.  are  packing  them 
in.  At  50C  bloody  marys,  I’m  not 
surprised  .  .  .  The  Bar  w  ill  be  having  a 
special  May  Day  Celebration,  so  keep 
posted  .  .  .  P’Town’s  opening  up 
again.  Stop  by  the  Post  Office  Cabaret 
for  women.  There’s  dancing  and  enter¬ 
tainment,  including  Maxine  Feldman 
the  weekend  of  April  14-16.  Men  are 
invited,  so  stop  on  in  .  .  .  Somewhere 
looks  wonderful  with  the  extended 
dance  floor  and  the  new  carpeting  and 
bar.  Be  sure  to  check  it  out.  .  . 

New  Words  celebrated  its  fourth 
anniversary  last  weekend  at  a  wonder¬ 
ful  celebration.  A  wine-based  punch 
and  sandwiches  kept  the  women  and 
men  happy  and  lots  of  people  came  out 
to  wish  them  a  happy  birthday.  GCN's 
best  to  a  bookstore  that  offers  so  much 
to  the  feminist  community. 
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THE  REVOLT  OF  THE  PERVERTS 
by  Daniel  Curzon.  Leland  Mellott 
Books,  882  14th  St.,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94114.  Paper,  213  pp.  $3.30  plus 
30C  postage. 

By  Robert  Etherinyton 


Several  years  ago,  Daniel  Curzon 
produced  one  of  the  first  Angry  Young 
Gay  novels.  Somethiny  You  Do  in  the 
Dark.  Judging  by  the  short  stories  col¬ 
lected  in  The  Revolt  of  the  Perverts 
Curzon  is  still  very  angry  indeed  —  at 
both  gays  and  straights.  He  remarks  in 
the  “Preface”  that  “myprotagonist(s) 
...  in  many  of  my  stories  [are]  not 
necessarily  ‘right’  or  even  sympathetic. 
I’ve  long  thought  that  fiction  doesn’t 
require  ‘sympathetic’  characters  as 
long  as  they’re  interesting.”  True  it  is 
that  the  bulk  of  the  many  characters, 
gay  and  straight,  in  The  Revolt,  far 
from  being  even  vaguely  sympathetic, 
are  vain,  small-minded,  cowardly, 
stupid,  bitter  or  violent.  No  doubt 
Curzon’s  intent  is  to  reveal  the  many 
w'ays  in  which  homophobia  and  the 
rigid  sex  roles  society  has  us  all  play 
can  pervert  even  the  most  intelligent 
among  us.  Unfortunately,  his  unsym¬ 
pathetic  characters  are  also  uninterest¬ 
ing,  largely  because  Curzon  allows  us 
to  see  so  little  of  them.  Most  of  his 
stories  arc  short,  superficial  vignettes 
or  blackout  sketches  about  this  or  that 
usually  unpleasant  aspect  of  gay  life 
and  it  is  virtually  impossible  for  any 
character  to  appear  human  in  such 
narrow  confines.  So  we  are  confronted 
with  a  long  parade  of  such  cardboard 
j  cutouts  as  The  Sexual  Bigot,  The 
.Flaming  Queen,  The  Closeted  Busi- 
j  nessman.  The  Frustrated  Cruiser  and 
so  on  and  on. 

Compounding  Curzon’s  problems  is 
i  a  prose  style  of  Sequoian  woodenness. 
In  the  sketch  “The  Child  Molester,” 
Curzon  attempts  a  bit  of  irony:  making 
a  child  the  molester  and  old  men  his 
(willing)  victims.  Apart  from  the  fact 
thatsuch  a  reversal  is  too  obvious  to  be 


amusing,  Curzon’s  plodding  prose 
completely  lacks  the  lightness  of  touch, 
the  wit,  the  style  to  make  this  and 
similar  sketches  anything  but  dull. 

There  is,  however,  a  bit  of  grain  in 
all  this  chaff.  During  America’s  misad¬ 
venture  in  Vietnam,  Curzon  spent  time 
in  Southeast  Asia  (principally  Thai¬ 
land).  A  few  of  the  stories  in  The 
Revolt  make  use  of  an  Asian  setting 
during  that  silly  w'ar  in  which  bqth 
officers  and  ordinary  soldiers  turn  to 
each  other,  or  to  apparently  willing 
natives  (male  as  well  as  female),  for 
sexual  release.  Of  course,  the  general 
theme  of  soldiers  involved  in  a  foolish 
war  trying  by  sexual  means  to  establish 
and  maintain  human  contacts  in  an  in¬ 
human  environment  has  been  used  by 
countless  authors  in  countless  war 
novels.  But  in  such  stories  as  “Virility” 
and  “You  Get  What  You  Pay  For,” 
Curzon  dares  to  do  what  all  too  few 
other  authors  have  done:  he  makes 
such  contacts  unabashedly  homo¬ 
sexual. 

“Virility”  is  particularly  interesting, 
in  that  it  involves  a  young  anti-war 
soldier  who,  to  his  dismay,  finds  him¬ 
self  irresistably  attracted  to  a  militaris¬ 
tic  but  extremely  beautiful  Air  Force 
pilot,  one  who  delights  in  dropping 
bombs  on  Vietnamese  peasants.  The 
solemn  liberal  vacillates  despairingly 
between  lust  and  hatred,  alternately 
drawn  to  and  repelled  by  the  fascist 
flier,  finally  submitting  to  him  entirely. 
Curzon’s  point  is  that  no  matter  how 
firm  one’s  anti-war,  anti-military 
convictions  might  be,  the  libido. is  tar, 
far  stronger.  How'  true,  dear  God,  how 
true. 

The  presence  of  “Virility”  in  The 
Revolt  of  the  Perverts  prevents  me 
from  entirely  condemning  this  other¬ 
wise  uninteresting  collection.  But  one 
insightful  story  isn’t  enough  to  salvage 
Curzon’s  wooden  prose,  shallow  char¬ 
acters  and  usually  unoriginal  and 
obvious  ideas. 


G0LBER 
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Sunday,  May  14th 
Champagne  Buffet/$5.00 

Best  Drag  Queen 
of  the  Year 
Best  Supporting 
Drag  Queen 
Best  Entertainer 
Mr.  Butch  Award 
Ms.  Butch  Award 
Ms.  Swish  Award 
Rest  Area  Award 
Big  Basket  Award 
Parking  Lot  Award 
Humanitarian  Award 
Groovcy  Guy  Award 
Groovey  Gal  Award 

Trophies  Awarded 
for  each  category 

Reservations  Preferred 
$4.00  Admission 
after  8  p.m. 

For  more  information  649-9X86 
Proper  Dress  Required 


V 


o 
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Frost  Road ,  Rte.  3A,  Tyngsboro 
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personals 


BIG  DEAL! 

Limited  Time  Special 

All  non-display  ads  TWO  FOR 
THE  PRICE  OF  ONE.  Pay  for  1 
week,  run  2,  etc. 

(Maximum  of  6  free  weeks) 
Order  must  be  postmarked  by  May  1 
and  this  coupon  included  with  your 
request. 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILD  FLOWER 
No  Flour,  no  sugar,  no  ice  cream,  no 
candy,  no  cereals  touched  by  humans 
What's  left.  Sunday  mornings!  All  my 

love,  Porcupine. _ - 

HOYT  S. 

Pay  Tribute  to  everything  worthy,  on  or 
off  Broadway  even  if  it  is  as  far  away  as 
the  Shenandoah  Valley.  Thanx  ever  so  for 
the  you  know  whats.  Helen  Waite. _ 

WHITE  RABBIT 

Where  you  dun  put  de  lettuce?  I  looked 
unda  da  pillow  an'  it  ain't  dere.  Brer  Fox. 

_  (41) 

~~SAN  ANTONIO-EXECUTIVE  H.  C. 
225-8807  out  of  town  guest  facility.  Pass 
out  privldg.  Make  us  your  hdgtr.  Texas 
most  elegant  facility.  Executive  Health 

Club-Gunter  Motel. _ (41> 

Attr.  GBF  in  need  of  companionship,  just 
coming  out  but  full  of  gay  spirit.  Like  to 
party  —  stay  home  &  party.  Please  write. 

Send  photo.  GCN  Box  885. _ (41+  ) 

GWF  work  temp  Mon-Thurs  in  Sandwich, 
MA,  like  to  meet  gays  for  friendship. 
Likes  music,  cards,  smoke,  parties,  raps. 
Add mss/tel.  Write  GCN  Box  886  (41) 

~ ltlTbrother-son-nephew? 

Gntl  caring  GWM  5’8"  135  br  hz  40  +  sks 
YGWM  needing  love,  home,  suppt,  free  to 
reloc  entry  area,  willing  to  help  around 
house,  yard.  Many  ints.  No  drugs,  SM, 
kinky  stuff.  Will  ans  sine  Itrs  w/full  dets  & 
recent  pic.  Box  316,  Bedford,  NY  10506. 

_ (43) 

GAY  HOUSEBOY  WANTED 
Gay  white  male,  26,  married  3  small  chil¬ 
dren  seeks  slim  gay  white  male  18-20  4 
light  chores  &  companionship.  In  return  4 
free  room  and  meals.  Send  photo  if  poss¬ 
ible.  P.G.  Box  81.  Broadway  Station,  New- 
porLRI  02840  (39  +  ) 

HELP  ME  STAY  WARM 
Medical  student  from  tropic  isle,  intern¬ 
ing  in  area  nxt  yr.  seeks  healthy  friends  in 
Worcester/Boston  Box  229,  Ave  L  Past¬ 
eur,  BSTN021 15.  (40) 

GWM  36,  seeking  others  interested  in 
rural,  gay  collectivism  and  farming  in 
New  England.  GCN  Box  882.  (40) 

GAY  TEACHERS 

A  gay  teacher  is  doing  a  study  on  the  sit¬ 
uation  of  the  gay  elementary  and  high 
school  teacher.  If  you  are  or  have  been 
such  a  teacher,  or  you  have  quit  teaching 
because  you  are  gay,  and  you  are  willing 
to  discuss  your  experiences,  please  write 
to  Teacher,  GCN  Box  ABC,  22  Bromfield 
St.,  Bos.  02108. _ (ER) 

Lonely  WM  athlete.  29.  51 1 black  hair, 
and  glasses,  seeks  to  be  a  big  brother  to 
any  bi's,  g's  for  fun  and  friendship  plus 
sex,  no  fats,  ferns  or  drugs.  To  reply  write 
to-P.O.  Box  102.  Milton.  02186.  Phone  nos 
get  quick  replies.  (42) 

Beautiful,  intel,  bsy.  Latin.  GF  28  sks  non 
obvs  GFs  4  sincere  frndsh.  Enjoy  meals.  _ 
jog,  wrtg.  gd  tms.  Please  reply  with  Itr  toj 
Angela.  GCN  Box  883  Address,  ph  no  if  j 
poss.  Not  a  sex  ad.  (A?)  j 

Healthy,  well-adjusted  GM  seeks  same 
for  enjoyable,  adult  relationship.  Nothing 
sleazy,  stupid,  warped  or  in  any  way 
kinky.  Must  be  intelligent,  flexible  and 
possessed  of  a  sense  of  humor.  Write 
GCN  Box  874.  (37) 

King  3-piece  matlress/box  spring  set.  4 
years  old.  $150.  522-9809  eves  or  wkends. 
King  sheets.  Wamsutta  "Dynasty,"  vivid 
reds,  virtually  new.  11%  off.  Don  at 
661-6975  days.  522-9809  eves. 

GAY  LEGISLATION 

NEEDS  YOUR  HELP,  MAKE  A  DIFFER¬ 
ENCE.  For  information  call  742-4811  or 
write  Gay  Legislation,  Box  8841  JFK  Sta- 
tion.  Boston,  MA  02114.  (48) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number  in 
any  of  our  ads,  send  to  GCN  Classifieds, 

Box  _ ,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston 

MA  02108. 

services 

WRITING:  NON-FICTION-SKILLS 
Educational  consultant  accepting  clients 
who  seek  full  critical  evaluations  of 
writing  ability;  consultation  and  collabo¬ 
ration  for  individual  writing  projects;  in¬ 
dividual  instruction.  Opportunity  to  join 
soon-to-be-established  “ongoing" 

seminar  on  Topics  in  Writing  and  the 
Study  of  Writing  as  a  regular  or  occa¬ 
sional  participant  after  an  initial  period  of 
working  together  on  an  individual  basis. 
Very  experienced  and  most  successful 
working  with  undergraduates  (SATs 
550  +  ),  graduate  and  professional  people, 
but  others  are  also  welcome.  Call  M,  Tu, 
Th:  12-2pm.  At  other  times  leave  mes¬ 
sage  876-3860  ext.  62, _ (40) 
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MALE  RELATIONSHIP  COUNSELING 
Specialist  offers  counseling  to  men 
(18-+ )  with  questions  and  problems  about 
friendship,  love  and/or  intimacy  with 
other  men.  Call  M,  Tu,  Th:  12-2pm.  At 
other  times,  leave  message.  876-3860  ext. 
62- _ _ _ (40) 

WRITING  PROBLEMS 
Very  experienced  writing  specialist 
offers  help  in  identifying  and  overcoming 
(or  learning  to  live  with)  writing  blocks 
and  disabilities  and  limitations  of  poten¬ 
tial  and/or  achievement.  Call  M,  Tu,  Th: 
12-2pm.  At  other  times  leave  message. 

876-3860  ext.  62.  (40) 

Scale  slave?  Feminist-oriented  therapy 
group  now  forming  for  women  with 
weight  problems.  For  information  call 

(603)431-5147.  (45) 

STILL  CARE  ABOUT  EACH  OTHER? 
Your  relationship  is  unique.  Help  it  out. 
Counseling  for  gay  couples.  Contact  Mr. 
Frank  Ring,  MSW  Quannapowitt  Coun¬ 
seling  Service,  (617)  246-0244. _ (42) 


ATTENTION  STUDENTS  ET  AL 
Expert  editing  done  on  all  your  work.  No 
more  embarrassment  over  errors.  Also 
typing  of  finished  product.  Typing  only, 
75c  per  double-spaced  page.  Editing 
negotiable.  Call  Nancy  266-7880,  leave 
message,  keep  trying. _ (c) 

Light  housekeeping  done  by  the  hour  or 
the  job.  Call  Greg  at  367-1822  evenings, 

(GH) 


Sa 


247-3431 


I  CARFORD-JOHNSON  ASSOCIATES 
I  Personal  and  Business  Accounting 

^  Gay  Owned  /  Gay  Operated 

PRINTING:  The  kind  your  mother  would 
approve  of:  neat,  clean,  not  too  expen¬ 
sive,  and  produced  with  a  smile.  Bro¬ 
chures,  letterheads,  business  cards  — 
we  do  most  kinds  of  printing.  Also  type¬ 
setting.  Call  us.  Xanadu  Printing, 
661-6975. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

IND/VIDU/US.  COUPLES 
i  GROUP  COUNSELING 

For  Quincy  and  Newton  call  472-1331 
For  Mackstone  Valley  or  Narragamett  Bay  Areo 
CALL  (617)  (83-8220  FOR  APPT. 


GAY  BUSINESS  PERSONS 

Tired  of  dealing  with  many  sales  people? 
Have  problems  deciding  where  to  invest 
your  money  for  business  promotions?  D. 
Bellavance  Agency  will  help  you.  Free 
consultations.  Call  739-2200.  A  Board 
Member  of  the  Gay  Business  Associa 
tion.  (c) 


BEHAVIOR  ASSOCIATES 
OF  BOSTON 

Ph  D  Moss  Licensed  Staff 

Behavior  Therapy  &  Modification 
Information,  Evaluation  & 

Referral  Service 

160  CoflimonwMftii  Ave.,  Boston  262-9116 


X 


(FOR  ALL  TRAVEL  ARRANGEMENTS) 

160  Comm.  Ave.  (Vendome  Mall) 
(6 17)247-1832 


Boston 


Carpentry  — Neat,  good,  inexpensive. 
Leave  message  for  Gilbert  Fornier  at 
367-2134. 


HASSLE-FREE  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
FOR  NH  GAYS 

Ethicol-Conf  identia  I 
Individual  &  Couples 
Judith  Sigler,  Lyn  Foley 
(Both  MSW,  ACSW) 

By  Appointment 
(603)  224-5600  Concord 


Snyder  and  Weinstein 
Attorneys  and  Counsellors  at  Law 
240  Commercial  Street 
Boston.  MA  02109  (617)  227-8000  (52) 

WOMEN  OVER  35 

Gay  on-going  therapy  group  Thurs.  eves, 
starting  Apr.  20.  Commitment  for  12  wks 
including  one  day-long  session.  Anita 
Rossien,  Lyn  Scott.  354-5981.  (41) 

THE  PSYCHODRAMA  OF  MEN 
Intensive  residential  experience  group 
for  men.  gay  and  straight.  For  brochure, 
more  information,  or  interview,  call 
661-9855.  Sociatreia.  (40) 

INDIVIDUAL  GROUP  THERAPY 
Discover  through  use  of  artistic  skills  and 
interests  how  blocks  are  catalysts  rather 
than  stalemates  in  development  of  work 
and  relationships.  Nancy  Williamson  M 
Ed  (617)  266-5347  or  254-4631.  Men 
women  sliding  fees.  (40) 

HOUSECLEANING 

Efficient,  reliable,  references.  Cal!  Mario 

after6pm.241-823S  , _  (GD) 

Reliable  apartment  cleaning.  Call  Tom  at 
367-0660.  _ 

apartments 

Warm,  comfortable,  heated  studio  apt  in 
very  friendly  bldg  by  the  Pru  Center.  Tile 
shower,  tub,  cabinet  kitchen,  etc. 
$180/mo.  267-7422.  (38) 


Apt  in  woman  owned/occupied  2-family 
house  Brookline  3  br  fireplace  yard 
garage.  Women  w/children  welcome: 

Avail  June  1 . 738-6008. _  (40) 

LARGE  CLEAN  5V2  ROOMS 
in  my  2  fam  home  near  Mattapan  MBTA 
off-St  pk.  Call  5-9,  296-3347;  625-6010. 

_ ~  (40) 

LIVE  IN  WALTHAM! 

Four  rm  apt  in  2-family  house,  clean 
$260/mo  includes  heat;  storage  space 
plus.  Animals  OK.  but  additional  $.  Call 
Betsy  after  5:00.  899-1606.  (40) 

Room  in  South  End  apt  house,  with 
friendly  and  supportive  gays.  Other 
tenants  must  approve  you.  You  should  be 
quiet  and  considerate,  solvent  and 
friendly.  Call  Dave  at  661-6975.  anytime. 

APT.  FOR  RENT 
CITY  SQ„  CHARLESTOWN 
5  rm  apt.  $130.00  month.  Ht  and  util  not 
included.  Call  241-8239  _  (GD) 

APARTMENTS 

Nice,  inexpensive,  all  sizes,  close  to  pub¬ 
lic  trans  in  Allston.  Tony  Bosco  783-5131. 
783-5701.  (c) 

BAY  VILLAGE 

Very  Ig  1  bedroom  working  fireplace  dou¬ 
ble  living  rm  wall  to  wall  carpet  cooking 
gas  included  free  laundry  facilities. 
$325.00  CISCO  423-5697.  Also  two  bed¬ 
room  u  n  i  1  basement  $350.  (41) 

•LOOKING  FOR  SPACE* 

Two  guys  seek  space  to  live  for  smr 
months,  in  town  or  acces  to  public  trans. 
Box  1329  Hampshire  College,  Amherst, 
M A  (4 1 3)  549-4600  x269  Ken  or  Rick.  (41 ) 
Roslindale— 2  bdrm  attic  apt  newly  refin 
near  transp  sec  dep  no  util  no  pets.  Cou¬ 
ples  preferred.  Owner  occ  3  fam.  Nice  loc 
190/mo.  Call  6-10pm  323-8373.  Avail  May 
1 _  _ (41) 


roommates 


Somerville  off  1-93.  GWF  in  health  prof 
sks  resp  neat  caring  person  to  share  5  Irg 
rms.  $130/mo  htd.  Parking.  Call  eves  6-11 
p.m.  Keep  trying.  666  -  8  286  (41) 

GWM  22  looking  for  roommate  to  share  5 
room  apt  in  Amesbury,  Mass,  around  May 
1st.  22.50  a  week  includes  everything  but 
phone.  Apt  needs  work  by  landlord.  Look¬ 
ing  for  right  person.  No  ferns.  Into  smoke. 
Call  Rick  at  388-0421  after  6pm.  (43) 

Looking  for  compatible  people  for  Ja¬ 
maica  Plain  2  bedroom  apt.  Convenient  to 
MBTA.  $150  mo.  Call  Larry  at  522-6783. 

(40) 

GWM  44  wants  apt,  collective  considered, 
about  125  monthly.  GCN  Box  884.  (41) 

Woman  wanted  tp  share  Ig  Cambridge 
apt  with  1  woman  and  2  GM.  $84  mo  + 
util.  Call  492-6263.  (jm) 


JSIFIEDCLASS1FIEDCLASSB 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  (o  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  serve  ail  New  England,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  phone  number. 

Non-business:  $3.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  Characters 
per  line):  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines 
are  50  cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
|icr  line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Head¬ 
lines  are  SI. 00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  Office: 
Our  hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through 
I  riday. 

There  isachargeof  SI. 00  for  a  phone  number  included 
in  a  Personal  ad. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run 

Name _ 


Box  Numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  you  mail.  If,  however,  you  w'ish  your  mail 
forwarded,  the  rate  is  S3. 00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is 
forwarded  at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  w'ccks. 
If  you  want  mail  forwarded  for  a  3  month  period, 
a  $5.00  charge  will  be  made  for  the  additional  time. 

Please  Circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 
APARTMENTS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 
JOBS  OFFERED  JOBS  WANTED  PENPALS 
ORGANIZATIONS  PERSONALS  RESORTS 
RIDES  ROOMMATES  SERVICES  WANTED 
MISCELL.  LOST  &  FOUND  PUBLICATIONS 

Headlines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

First  4  lines _ at  $ _ per  wk.  $ _ 

Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  S _ 


Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $  1 .00/6  weeks 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $3.00/6  weeks 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $  1 .00 
3  months  forwarding  at  $5.00 

TOTAL  ENCLOSED  .  .  . 
Please  Print  Neatlv. 


Address. 


City. 

Zip_ 


State. 


Phone. 


1 — 

1 

UNION  SO..  SOMERVILLE 
Lesbian  wanted  to  share 
includes  all.  I  eat  meat.  smoke  cigarettes 

1  hav  4  cats.  No  drugs  please.  Call 

625-J 577  a(t er  6pm  _ L 2 

2  GM  sk  responsible  rmmt  I for  : s^n^' 
spacious  3  br  in  nice  Camb  nbrhd  nr 
Inman  Sq.  Avbl  May  or  June  thru [Aug 

w/poss  opt  later  $100/mo  876-0324.  (40 +J 

LIVE  IN  CAMBRIDGE 
As  of  August  25.  Want  to  share  house  or 
apt  w/at  least  2  gay  people  M  or  F  who  are 
fairly  neat  &  quiet.  I  am  amenable  to  most 
modes  of  living-pets  cigs  ok-want  to 
be  close  to  BU.  Prefer  grad  students 

Ellen  868-5085. _ ( 

BAY  VILLAGE 

Roommate  wanted  to  share  3  bedroom 
duplex  townhouse.  full  house  privileges, 
working  fireplace  in  bedroom,  utilities  in¬ 
cluded.  Must  have  own  bedroom  furni¬ 
ture.  Only  225.00. 423-5697. _ i41J 

Cambridge  Oxford  St.  gay  male  sought  to 
share  pleasant  2  bedrm  apt  with  grad  stu¬ 
dent  start  June  1  rent  105.  Call  354-4573 
_ (42) 

Gay  woman  seeks  same  to  share  2-way 
huqe  3  bdr  Brookline  apt.  Call  after  6pm. 

277-2799. _ (4°— > 

GF  30  wishes  to  share  apt  with  warm  re¬ 
sponsible  F.  I  can  afford  $125/mo.  Have 
an  old  cat  who  travels  with  me.  Terry. 

(617)  354-3590. _ i40-+  > 

GWF  40's  neat  responsible  artist  seeking 
to  share  frnshd  apt  or  rent  room  w/mature 
gay  women  must  be  near  trans.  Call  days 
and  until  8pm  924-6968.  Ask  for  Norma. 

We  are  one  F  and  two  M's  seeking  the 
company  of  a  fourth  (M  or  F)  for  our 
,  spacious  and  friendly  Somerville  apt.  Sec 
deposit,  $87.50  +  utils.  Non-smoker 
please.  776-6377.  _ (GG) 

2  women,  3  men,  some  gay,  some  not, 
seek  woman  for  Somerville  living  collec¬ 
tive.  Phone  628-1038  for  more  info 
please... _ (EH) 


misc 

WOMEN  WOMEN  WOMEN 
May  5  and  6  Burlington.  Vermont:  speak¬ 
ers,  workshops,  films,  music,  free  day 
care.  Unite  with  us!  Call  or  write  The 
Creamery,  Box  367,  Shelburne,  VT  05482, 
(802)  9854331 6_ 

"We  are  everywhere"  bumper  stickers. 
Dark  purple  on  white— fade  beautifully! 
$1.15  ea  MFH.  P.O.  Box  7232  DTS.  Port¬ 
land.  ME 041 12.  _ / _ (40  +  ) 

GAY  TEACHERS 

A  gay  teacher  is  doing  a  study  on  the  sit¬ 
uation  of  the  gay  elementary  and  high 
school  teacher.  If  you  are  or  have  been 
such  a  teacher,  or  you  have  quit  teaching 
because  you  are  gay.  and  you  are  wilting 
to  discuss  your  experiences,  please  write 
to  Teacher,  GCN  Box  ABC,  22  Bromfield 
St..  Bos.  02108.  (FRi 

LESBIAN  MOTHERS  DAY  RALLY 
Stop  the  attacks  on  lesbian  mothers. 
Come  to  a  Rally  on  the  Boston  Common 
Saturday  May  13  noon.  Support  the  rights 
of  lesbian  mothers  and  the  rights  of  all  of 
us  to  decide  if  or  when  to  have  children. 
_ (NW) 


job  wanted 

GWF  24  student  seeks  summer  job  on 
Cape.  Diverse  experience;  avail  mid  May 
thru  L-Day.  Also  need  room.  Please  send 
info  to  GCN  Box  876.  (40) 


movers 


MOVING  &  HAULING  —  Women.  Expe¬ 
rienced.  Yes,  we  do  refrigerators.  SHANA 
PLUS— 354-9196. _ (41) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 
Licensed-Insured-Professional 
24  hrs./day— 7  days/wk.— No  O.T.  charges 
Local  Jobs— Local  Rates  354-2184 


for  sale 


WOMEN'S  MUSIC 

For  info  of  what  is  available  and  where  to 
buy  in  your  area  write:  Hibiscus  Records, 
P.O.  Box  85.  Cambridge.  MA  02140.  _J42) 

Antique  Welsh  Countrv  Kitchn  Dresser, 
dark  oak,  brass  hardware,  peg  construc¬ 
tion.  $150.  Call  Bill  at  617-284-3853  eves. 

(38  +  ) 


job  op 


COORDINATOR  OF  ALCOHOLISM 
TREATMENT  PROGRAM.  Master's  and 
related  experience  required;  grant-writing 
background  important.  Clinical,  super¬ 
visory.  administrative  role.  $11,300.  Res- 
1  umes  to  Homophile  Community  Health 
Service,  80  Boylston  Street.  Boston.  MA 
02116.  (40) 

I  NEED  CLEANERS  TO  CLEAN  HOMES 
If  you  are  a  person  who  enjoys  cleaning 
there  are  immediate  openings  for  de¬ 
pendable  persons  with  car,  must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  travel,  pays  good,  South  Shore  area 
331-076L  _ (41) 


IFIEDclassifiedCLASSIFIEDdassifiedCLASSIFIEDclassifi 


LABORER 

Rough  construction  work.  Tony  783-5151 
- 1 - - - - - (TB) 

resorts 

PROVINCETOWN  ON  $4  AN  EVENING 
For  the  DECENT  GAY  MALE  visiting 
Provincetown,  CARL'S  is  comfortable, 
friendly  and  offers  complimentary  coffee, 
mixers,  parking,  etc  starting  from  $4 
Student  Dorm.  $3  up  Pvt  Room.  Carl's 
Guest  House.  68  Bradford  St  Prov- 
mcetown,  MA  02657.  Tel.  467- 1650.'  (48) 

w  anted 

GCN  is  always  in  need  of  office  furnituie, 
paint,  sofa,  file  cabinets,  shelves  and 
thing  that  is  in  good  repair  fc'  our  office. 
To  donate  contact  Richard  at  426-4469  (c) 

We  need  a  driver  with  a  van  or  truck  to 
donate  time  &  truck  (we’ll  pay  gas)  to  help 
pick  up  donations  for  GCN  Call  Richard 
at  426-4469. _ (c) 

GAY  TEACHERS 

A  gay  teacher  is  doing  a  study  on  the  sit¬ 
uation  of  the  gay  elementary  and  high 
school  teacher.  If  you  are  or  have  been 
such  a  teacher,  or  you  have  quit  teaching 
because  you  are  gay,  and  you  are  willing 
to  discuss  your  experiences,  please  write 
to  Teacher,  GCN  Box  ABC.  22  Bromfield 
S*..  Bos.  02108.  (ER) 

penpals 

We  get  many  requests  from  gays  in 
prison  to  put  pen  pal  ads  in  for  them. 
Limited  space  prevents  us  from  printing 
as  many  of  these  ads  as  we  woul  1  like  tc 
since  the  prisoners  do  not  have  the  funds 
to  pay  for  their  ads.  We  will  print  more  if 
anyone  out  there  is  willing  to  contribute. 
For  each  $3  we  receive  we  can  print  one 
more  pen  pal  ad.  Send  checks  to  Penpals, 
GCN  Box  k92. _ Jc) 

^“attIntion  INMATES 
If  you  desire  penpals,  please  contact 
M.C.C.  of  the  Rockies,  POB9536,  Denver, 
CO  80209. _ (c) 

Male  25  in  prison  looking  for  feminine 
gay  male  to  share  thoughts  and  ideals 
with.  Also  looking  for  new  place  to  come 
to.  Ozzie  Robinson  A025687,  L-2-5-10, 
P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 . ]47) 


19,  WM,  6’.  169.  blond  hair,  blue  eyes.  gay. 
Serving  8  yrs.  Getting  out  this  yr.  into  all 
sex.  Carey  Jerry,  053430.  P-1-S-8.  P.O. 
Box  747,  Starke,  FL  32091 _ (47) 

Black  male  27  seeks  correspondents. 
Will  answer  all  promptly.  G.G.  McClam. 
038193,  118,  P.O.  Box  221,  Raiford,  FL 
32083. _ (47) 

Will  answer  all.  Red  hair,  155,  5'10’\  like 
to  dance,  surf,  etc.  Robert  Sellers,  J. 
3-N-1.  059541,  P.O.  Box  747,  Starke,  FL 
32091. _ (41) 

Lonely,  seeking  correspondence,  inter¬ 
ested  in  music,  horseback  riding,  read¬ 
ing,  Admire  intelligent  compassionate 
understanding  uninhibited.  liberal 
minded  people.  Larry  Edwards,  145-185, 
P.O.  Box  69,  London,  OH  43140.  -  (45) 

23.  5‘10",  140.  blond  hair,  green  eyes, 
Pisces.  Please  write.  Larry  Karge,  049555' 
P.O.  Box  340— Hi-D2-181,  Sharpes.  FL 
32959. _ (45) 

organizations 


Metropolitan  Comr  •  dy  Church  of  Bos¬ 
ton,  services  each  l>.  'dav  at  700  pm 
(hymn  sing  6:45),  131  C  an.u  .e  St..  Bos¬ 
ton  (Old  West  Church).  L  Iward  T 
Hougen,  pastor.  Office  523-7:  ;-4  All  per¬ 
sons  are  welcome. 

A  Lesbian  support  group  will  have  its  first 
mtg  May  2  at  7pm  at  NH  Feminist  Health 
Center,  38  S.  Main  St.,  Concord,  NH.  The 
group  is  free  and  will  run  for  9  wks.  initi¬ 
ally.  £ormore]nfocall  (603[225-2739.  (41) 

SUPPORT  LESBIAN  MOTHERS 
Lesbian  Mothers  National  Defense  Fund, 
2446  Lorentz  Place,  W.  Seattle,  WA  98109. 
(206)  282-5798.  Membership  $5.00. 

GAY  ACTIVISTS  ALLIANCE  N J 
—  Men  and  women  —  Militantly  gay  — 
militantly  proud  —  Join  us  at  176  Kansas 
St.,  Hackensack,  NJ,  every  Fri.  at  9  p.m. 
Political  action  caucus  Tuesdays  at  8  30 
P.m.  (201)  343-6402. 

BOSTON  GAY  CATHOLICS 
Dignity/Boston  sponsors  EXODUS 
MASS,  a  liturgy  for  gay  and  concerned 
Catholics  every  Sunday  at  Arlington 
Street  Church  (Boston),  Boylston  St. 
entrance  at  5:30  pm.  For  info,  contact 
Dignity/Boston,  355  Boylston  St.,  Boston, 
MA  021 14.  Tel.  536-6518. _ (35) 


NGTF NEEDS  YOU 

Join  with  the  largest,  fastest  growing  gay 
civil  rights  group  in  the  country!  The 
National  Gay  Task  Force  works  with  a 
professional  staff  on  media  representa¬ 
tion,  national  legislation,  information 
clearinghouse,  religious  reforms,  cor¬ 
porate  non-discrimination  statements, 
more!  Help  support  our  work  —  join  now. 
$15  membership  ($5  limited  income)  in¬ 
cludes  Newsletter.  NGTF,  80  Fifth  Ave., 
Rm.  506,  New  York,  NY  10011. 

COMING  TO  S.F.  BAY  AREA? 
Stanford  Gay  People's  Union  welcomes 
you.  Social  hours,  rap  group,  peer  coun¬ 
seling,  programs,  parties.  Phone  (415) 
497-1488;  mail  to  Box  8265,  Stanford,  CA 
94305. _ _  _ 

CONSCIOUSNESS  RAISING 
Men,  40  and  older,  have  problems  differ¬ 
ent  from  young  Gay  Activists.  Small  dis¬ 
cussion  group  forming  NYC.  Call  (212) 
242-8112  or  write  Burdick,  Apt.  1C,  270  W. 

25th  St.,  NYC,  NY  10001,  _ 

In  New  Jersey,  the  Gay  Activist  Alliance/ 
Morris  County  meets  every  Monday  at 
8:30  p.m.  using  facilities  of  Unitarian  Fel¬ 
lowship,  Normandy  Heights  Rd.,  Morris- 
town,  NJ.  Info:  (201)  884-0653;  347-6234. 


BAMBOO  LOUNGE 

30  Avery  St. 

Food,  Mixed. 

BOSTON  EAGLE 
38  Queensberry  St.  247-9586 
Leather,  Men,  Thurs.  Club  Nite,  Sunday 
Brunch  3PM,  Movies  Mon.  &  Tues.  8PM 
CARNIVAL  LOUNGE 
,39  Boylston  St.  338-7159 
Dancing,  Mixed. 

CHAPS 

27  Huntington  Ave.  266-7778 
Food,  Men. 

CITADEL 

22  Avery  St.  48^  9040 
Dancing,  Men 

CLUB  76 

76  Batterymarch  o  377 

i  Food,  Women  and  th 

'THE  BAR 

252  Boylston  St.  247-9o 
Noon  to  2AM,  7  days  a  w<_ 

Dancing,  Games,  Food. 

BOURBON  STREET 

(1st  floor  Citadel) 


BOSTON  UNITARIAN  UNIVERSALIST 
GAYS  AND  LESBIANS  (BUUGL),  an 
inclusive  group  of  religious  liberals 
working  to  provide  opportunities  for 
community  building  among  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  meets  every  Sunday  evening  at 
the  Arlington  St.  Church.  355  Boylston 
St.,  at  7:00  pm.  Lesbians  especially  wel¬ 
come.  For  more  info  call  Bob  Wheatly  at 
742-2100.  _  (D49) 

GAY  MEN  AND  WOMEN 
If  you  believe  organized  religion  is  the 
greatest  enemy  of  Gay  Liberation,  write 
for  information  on  a  new  movement  to 
GALA,  P.O.  Box  14142,  San  Francisco.  CA 
94114, _ (41) 

METROPOLITAN  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  WORCESTER,  church  service  at  6  In¬ 
stitute  Road.  2  p.m.  Sundays.  756-0730. 

publications 

Before  you  stop  trying  to  find  a  lover  try 
us.  Advice,  Fantasies,  Personals.  Twelve 
issues  $10;  sample  $1.  You're  Not  Alone, 
P.O.  Drawer  8398CH,  Atlanta,  Ga.  30306. 

(c) 


BOSTON  BAR  GUIDE 


FOCUS 

A  monthly  journal  of  fiction,  articles, 
poetry,  book  reviews,  etc.,  by,  for  and 
about  gay  women,  1  year  subscription  (12 
issues)  $8.  Sample  copy  75c.  Always  sent 
in  plain  envelope.  Focus,  Box  GCN,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138.  (c) 

GAY  SCENE  —  The  Picture  Homophiie 
Monthly  in  8th  Year  of  Publication.  News 
From  Everywhere;  Movement  News; 
King's  Reviews  (Stage,  Screen,  Book  & 
T  V.);  D.D.’s  Best  Bets;  Lesbian  Life;  Arti¬ 
cles;  Nude  Plaything  of  the  Month;  Reli¬ 
gious  News;  Personals;  and  More.  Send  $1 
for  sample  copy.  $8.00  for  12  Issues  (In 
Plain  Envelope)  To:  REGIMENT,  Box  247 
Grand  Cent.  St„  NYC  10017, _ _ 

FOCUS,  journal  for  gay  women,  needs, 
contributors.  If  you  write  short  fiction, 
essays  of  interest  to  lesbians,  or  poetry, 
please  send  it  to  FOCUS,  C/O  DOB,  1151 
Massachusetts  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA^ 
02138.  There  is  no  payment,  but  it  is  fun 
to  see  your  work  in  print,  and  you  do  get 
free  copies  of  the  issues  in  which  your 
work  is  published.  Include  SASE  for  re¬ 
turn  of  material  not  accepted  for  publi¬ 
cation.  (c) 


22  Avery  St.  482-9040 
Entertainment.  Dancing. 

DELIVERY  ENTRANCE 

At  The  House  Restaurant. 

12  Wilton  St.,  Allston  783-5701 
Men  &  Women.  "It's  Different.” 

HARRY’S  PLACE 

45  Essex  St. 

Dancing,  Men. 

HERBIE’S  RAMROD  ROOM 

12  Carver  St.  338-8577 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  7PM,  Thurs. 

NAPOLEON  CLUB 

52  Piedmont  St.  338-7547 

Dancing  Fri.,  Sat.,  Sun.  Men. 

PARADISE 

180  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 
Talking,  Mostly  Men,  864-4130 

PLAYLAND 

21  Essex  St. 

Men  (Some  Women). 

119  MERRIMAC 

119  Merrimac  St.  523-8960 

Dancing,  Men,  Tues.-Thurs.  Buffet  9-1 1PM 


SAINTS 

.(Call  354-8807)  Women. 

SOMEWHERE 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed,  Sunday  Brunch 

12-2PM. 

SPORTER’S  CAFE 

228  Cambridge  St. 

Food,  Men,  Saturday  Brunch  5PM, 
Movies  Mon.,  3PM,  Sunday  Brunch  3PM. 

STYX 

20  Blagden  St.  247-3910 
Disco  Dancing,  Men. 

THE  SHED 

272  Huntington  Ave. 

Leather,  Men,  Sunday  Brunch  4PM. 

TOGETHER 

110  Boylston  St. 

Disco  Dancing,  Mixed. 

1270 

1270  Boylston  St.  261-1257 
Disco  Dancing,  Mixed  (Mostly  Men). 

TWELVE  CARVER 

12  Carver  St. 

Men. 


Quick 

Gay  Guide 


BOSTON  AREA  (Area  Code  617) 

Access  (Cambridge  Hotline)  661-3900 

Am  Tikva  524-1890, 628-3986 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Cambridge  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Charles  Street  Meetinghouse  523-1081, 354-8807 
Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

CLEARSPACE:  a  community  center  for  lesbian 
women  and  gay  men  (now  being  developed)  P.O. 
Box  398,  Allston,  MA  02134  277-0966 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

380  Green  St., 

Cambridge  02139  492-6450 

Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  021 38  661-3633 

Dignity,  355  Boylston  St., 

Boston,  M  A  021 14  536-6518 

Elaine  Noble  (Rep.)  727-2584 

Evangelicals  Concerned  894-3970 

Fag  Rag  536-9826 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  267-7573 
Fengay,  c/oTom  Nylund  267-1066 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  492-3353 

Gay  AlAnon  (alcoholics)  843-5300 

Gay  AlAnon,  Greater  Boston  471-6884 


Gay  Business  Ass'n,  Suite  129 
102  Charles  St.,  Boston  MA  02114 
G.B.A. 

Job  Bank 


367-0733 

492-0056 


Gay  Community  News  426-4469 

Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm.Mon.-Fri.)  426-9371 

Gay  Legislation  (Mass.  Caucus) 

P.O.  Box  8841.  JFK  Station,  Boston  02117 
73  Tremont  St.,  Rm  224  742-4811 

Gay  Nurses'  Alliance-East,  P.O.  Box 
530,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117 
Gay  People  of  UMass/Boston  287-1900  (X2396) 
Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U.  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232. 

Boston  02107  354-0133 

Gay  Way  Radio  (WBUR,  90.9FM)  353-2790 

Gay  Youth  Advocates 

70  Charles  St.  523-0368 

Gender  Identity  Service  864-8181 

Good  Gay  Poets  536-9826 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assn.  498-2014 

Homophiie  Community  Health  Service  542-5188 

Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208  262-3057 

Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians. 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge  661-2537 

Lambda  of  Middlesex,  P.O.  1165. 

Framingham,  MA  01701. 

Nites  and  weekends  877-8550 

Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women's  Center  354-8807 

Lesbian  Mothers,  c/o  Women's  Center, 


46  Pleasant  St.,  Cambridge  MA 
(Meets  Thurs.,  8pm.) 

Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People  536-3788 

Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit 
Union,  I86V2  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge  661-0450 

Metropolitan  Community  Church  523-7664 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 
Cambridge  02139  661-8898, 661-6358 

National  Organization  for  Women  267-6160 

New  Words  Bookstore  876-5310 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o 
Student  Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Older  and  Other  Gays,  c/o  GCN,  Bex  1500, 

22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 
Outreach  Foundation  for  crossdressers, 
transgenderists  and  gender  dysthorics, 

102  Charles  St.,  Suite  433,  Boston  02114 
Project  Lambda  523-0368 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Sexual  Health  centers  of  N.E.,  Inc. 

739  Boylston  St„  Boston  02116  266-3444 

Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center)  333-0146 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 
Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay 
Concerns,  25  Beacon  St.,  Boston 
02108  742-2100 

Women’s  Alcoholism  Program,  1348 

Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139  661-1316 

Women's  Community  Health  in 

Cambridge  547-2302 


EASTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  617) 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 

P.O.  Box  348.  Lowell  08853  851-6711 

Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provincetown  02657  (4-6pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren 
Women's  Center,  298  Main  St„  Hyannis 
02601  771-6739 

Martha's  Vineyard  Gay  Group  627-5370 

Montachusetts  Gay  Alliance 

Box  262,  Fitchburg  01420  342-5963 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  999-1570 

Provincetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 
Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

WESTERN  MASS.  (Area  Code  41 3) 

Berkshire  Community  Gay  Coalition, 

Box  493,  Pittsfield  01201  442-9450 

Common  Womon  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 

Northampton  01060  584-4580 

Everywomen's  Center,  Amherst  545-0883 

Gay  Women's  Caucus,  Amherst  545-3438 

Help  Line  664-6391 

664-6392 

Lesbian  Union,  9th  floor,  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003 
People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 

Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  ]1002  545-0154 

Southwest  Women's  Center  545-0626 

Springfield  Gay  Alliance  732-9315 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta., 

Springfield  01108 

Valley  Women's  Center,  Northampton  586-201 1 


CONNECTICUT  (Area  Code  203) 

“Come  Out  Tonight,"  Box  WYBC/Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520 
CT  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O  Box  514, 

Hartford  06101  522-5575 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  4712, 

Amith  Sta.,  New  Haven  06525 
East  Conn.  Gay  Alliance,  Norwich  889-7530 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation,  Hartford  522-2646 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale,  Box  2031,  Yale 
Station,  New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Gay  phone  counseling  (eves.),  New  Haven  436-8945 
Gay  Switchboard  522-5575 

Gay  Women’s  Collective,  Women’s  Center, 

U-118,  University  of  CT, 

Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Hartford  Gay  Counseling  522-5575,  232-5110 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/National  Gay 
Archives,  1  Gold  St.,  Suite  22B, 

Hartford  06103  547-1281 

Kalos/Gay  Liberation,  Hartford  568-2656 

MCC/Hartford  232-5110,522-5575 

New  Haven  Lesbian  Rap,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  436-0272 

The  Church  of  the  Eternal  Flame  Universal  527-2656 
UConn  Gay  Alliance,  211  Student  Union, 

U  of  CT,  Storrs  06268 
Yalesbians,  Box  2031,  Yale  Station, 

New  Haven  06520  436-8945 

Wesleyan  Gay  Alliance  635-3035 

RHODE  ISLAND  (Area  Code  401) 

Brown  University  Gay  Lib,  305  Faunce 
House,  Waterman  Ave.,  Providence  02912 
Office  hours:  Noon-1  pm  weekdays  863-3062 
Diqnity/Providence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861 
Gay  Help  Line  751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

55  Eddy  St.,  rm  306 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle, 

Women’s  Center,  186  Meeting  St., 

Providence,  02912  863-2189 

MCC/Providence,  134  Matthewson  St.  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill, 
aged  and  handicapped),  Rev.  Michael 
Nordstrom  272-8482 

Providence  Gav  GrouD  of  AA  333-1396 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE  (Area  Code  603) 

Christian  Community  Church 

292  State  Street  (617)363-2286 

MCC-Extension.  292  State  St., 

Portsmouth  03801  382-4678 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301  228-8542 

Northwood  Women's  Group,  G.  Ball, 

Box  273,  RFD  1.  Manchester  03104 
NOW  Lesbian  Rights  Task  Force, 

4  Valentine  Hill  Rd.,  Durham  02834 

VERMONT  (Area  Code  802) 

Counseling-Support  for  Gay  Women, 

c/o  Susan  Katz,  South  VT  Women’s  Health 
Center,  187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  VT 
05701  775-1518 

Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  VT,  Burlington 
05401,  M-F,7-9pm  656-4173 

Women's  Center,  182  Main  St.,  Burlington  863-1236 

NEW  YORK  (CITY)  (Area  Code  212) 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

110  East  23rd  St  ,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 


Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004  242-6616 

Gay  People  at  Columbia,  Columbia  U., 

10027  280-2574 

Gay  Teacher's  Association,  204  Lincoln 

PI..  Brooklyn  11217  789-8176/499-1060 

Gay  Switchboard,  Box  805, 

Madison  Sq.  Sta.,  10010  777-1800 

The  Glines,  260  W.  Broadway  925-2619 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  P.O.  Box  5448, 

Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017  758-1905 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives, 

P.O  Box  1258,  10001 

Lesbian  Switchboard  741-2610 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.  1001 1  242-1212 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta., 

10017 

National  Gay  Task  Force, 

80  Fifth  Ave.,  rm  506  741-1010 

Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

Tri-base  Collective  533-4492 

West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

37  Ninth  Ave.  675-0143 

NEW  YORK  (STATE) 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus). 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance 
P.O.  Box  F-1711 

Binghamton  13902  (607)724-1973 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1  pm), 
332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

Box  131.  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Cornell  Gay  Liberation 

Room  28  Willard  Straight  Hall 
Cornell  Univ.,  Ithaca  14853  (607)  256-6482 

Dignity/Integrity/Rochester 

42  Tyler  House,  17  So.  Fitzhugh  St., 

Rochester  14614  (716)232-6521 

Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  271-6750 

Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

Inc.,  713  Monroe  Ave.. -Rochester  (716)  244-8640 
14614  or  244-9030 

Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave..  Rochester  (716)  244-8640 

Gay  Liberation  Front.  U.  of  R  .  Wilson 

Commons,  Rochester  14607  (716)  275-6181 

Gay  Light  Collective 
389  W.  Onondaga  St. 

Syracuse,  13202  (315)475-6857 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester(Mon.  7pm)  (716)244-8640 

or  244-9030 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80. 

Hamilton  College.  Clinton  13323 
Lambda  Univ.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201 

(518)462  6138 

Lesbian  Resource  Center,  713 

Monroe  Ave..  Rochester  1 4607  (716)244-9030 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations. 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Onondaga  County  Human  Rights  Coalition 

Box  121,  DeWitt  13214  (315)475-6857 

Stonewall  Society,  Pougkeepsie  (914)473-3857 
To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  listing  into 
the  Quick  Gay  Guide  send  into  to  Listings  Editor, 
GCN,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston  02108 


CALENDAR 

We've  expanded  our  calendar  to  include  monthly  listings ,  The  deadline  for 
Calendar  Items  is  Wednesday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue. 


15  sat 

Cambridge  —  Celebrate  Spring  Fever 
Disco  Dance,  sponsored  by  Gays  at  MIT 
9-1am.  MIT  Student  Center,  84  Mass.  Ave. 
$2  admission.  Free  w/MIT/Wellesley  ID. 


BOSTON  —  Planning  Meeting  for  GCN / 
Gay  Pride  Week  Benefit  at  1270.  8-10pm. 
For  information,  call  Michael  Cambell  at 
2670587. 


NYC  —  “Working  for  Gay  Rights:  The 
Role  of  the  Media".  WBAI-FM  commenta¬ 
tor  Frank  Richter  will  discuss  the  media's 
place  in  the  gay  rights  struggle.  West 
Side  Discussion  Group,  26  Ninth  Ave. 
f?30pm. 


Cambridge  —  Non-competitive  women’s 
softball  game.  No  practice,  no  skills,  no 
experience:  bring  bats,  balls,  mitts,  cold 
drinks  to  Magazine  Beach  (on  Charles 
River  near  Stop  &  Shop,  10  blocks  south 
of  Central  Sq.)  5pm 


Cambridge  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing.  3-6pm, 
3rd  floor,  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
University. 

16  sun 

Cambridge  —  CLOSET  SPACE  (WCAS 
740  AM)  John  Mitzel  interviews  novelist, 
playwright  &  poet  James  Purdy.  9am. 

Boston  —  Mark  DeWolfe  will  host  a  gay 
sqder  at  the  Unitarian  Universalist  Gay 
Caucus,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm. 

Boston  —  Rite  of  Spring  Dinner  &  Dance, 
sponsored  by  Friends  of  Dignity.  Dinner 
at  7pm,  Dance  9-2.  Adm.  $4  adv.  $5  at 
door.  Arlington  St.  Church  Parish  Hall, 
355  Boylston  St. 

Boston  —  CLEARSPACE  is  sponsoring  2 
separate  Health  Massage  workshops. 
10am-3pm.  277-0966  for  details. 

17  mon 

Boston  —  Dignity  Bake  Sale,  10am. 
onward.  Arlington  St.  Church355  Boylston 
St. 

18  tues 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Publicity 
Committee  meeting.  7:30pm  at  the  GCN 
office,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston  —  Deaf  lesbians  and  gay  men  are 
invited  to  meet  other  deaf  gays  and 
hearing  gays  who  know  (or  are  learning) 
sign.  8:30pm,  MCC,  Old  West  Church,  131 
Cambridge  St. 

19  wed 

Boston  —  Stone  Soup  Poets  present 
Allen  Ginzburg  reading.  8pm,  Church  of 
the  Covenant.  $2.50. 

South  Orange,  NJ  —  Dignity  monthly 
meeting  at  Student  Center  of  Seton  Hall 
University.  Panel  discussion  on  “Preju¬ 
dice  within  the  Gay  Community”.  7:30pm. 

20  thurs 

Cambridge  —  Open  meeting  for  anyone 
interested  in  the  Gay  Parents  Project. 
7:30pm.  280  Brookline  St.  #5.  For  more 
info,  call  Holly  at  547-7952. 


21  Sri 

Boston  —  Am  Tikva's  First  Passover. 
Boston's  gay  Jewish  group  invites  all  to 
celebrate  the  first  night  Seder  with  us. 
This  will  be  a  pot-luck  Seder  of  appropri¬ 
ate  Passover  dishes.  Info:  353-1821. 

Cambridge  —  Autograph  Party  for  Ron 
Schreiber’s  book  False  Clues,  the  first 
publication  of  a  new  gay  press,  Calamus 
Books.  4:30-6pm.  Grolier  Bookshop,  6 
Plympton  St.  547-4648. 

22  sat 

Boston  —  The  semi-annual  membership 
meeting  of  Gay  Community  News  will  be 
held  at  1pm  in  the  GCN  offices.  Nomina¬ 
tions  for  Board  members  will  be  taken 
from  the  floor.  All  members  of  the  GCN 
corporation,  including  volunteers,  are 
urged  to  attend. 

Cambridge  —  Gay  Folk  Dancing.  3-6pm 
3rd  floor,  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
University. 

Newton  Centre  —  "Gay  Women  and  the 
Church"  Conference,  sponsored  by  the 
Women's  Theological  Coalition  of  the 
Boston  Theological  Institute.  9:30am-4pm 
in  the  Faculty  Lounge  of  Andover  Newton 
Theological  School,  210  Herrick  Road. 

Newton  Centre  —  Concert  of  Women's 
Music  by  Carole  Etzler,  feminist  musician 
from  Atlanta,  GA.  8pm.  Sturtevant  Hall, 
Andover  Newton  Theological  School. 
$2.50  donation. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Disco  sponsored  by 
BroWn-RISD  Gay  Student  Assn.  9pm-1am, 
Pembroke  Field  House,  corner  of  Brook 
and  Cushing  Sts. 

Maplewood,  NJ  —  Dignity  Third  Regional 
Conference,  St.  George’s  Episcopal 
Church,  550  Ridgewood  Ave.  Contact 
Dignity/Metro  NJ,  P.O.  Box  337,  Irvington, 
NJ  07111. 

23  sun 

The  Unitarian  Universalist  Gay  Caucus 
will  feature  the  Rev.  Frank  Robertson,  gay 
U.U.  trustee.  355  Boylston  St.  7pm. 

25  tues 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Pride  Steering 
Committee  meeting.  Dignity.  Arlington 
St.  Church,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm.  All  wel¬ 
come. _ _ _ * - 


27  thurs 

NYC  —  Bertha  Harris  will  speak  on  “The 
Joy  of  Lesbian  Sex"  at  the  Gay  Women's 
Alternative.  The  Universalist  Church, 
Central  Park  West  at  78th  St.  8pm. 

Boston  —  CLEARSPACt  elections  will  be 
held  at  Somewhere.  7-9pm.  295  Franklin 
St.  Info:  277-2484. 

28  f ri 

Boston  —  "Passage  to  Power,  the  Politi¬ 
cal  Women",  the  Northeast  Regional  1978 
Women's  Conference  will  be  held  at  the 
Park  Plaza.  Information  and  registration 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  Merrie  Lynch, 
1978  Women's  Conference,  73  Tremont 
St..  Rm  928,  Boston,  MA,  or  call  277-2478. 

Boston  —  Maine  to  Maryland  Women's 
Conference,  Friday  evening  through  Sun¬ 
day  afternoon.  Workshops,  seminars  and 
open  discussions.  Park  Plaza  Hotel.  For 
info  ,  contact  Polly  Logan  (617)  227-2478. 


29  sat 

Boston  —  Mountain  Climb!  Up  Wachu- 
setts.  Easy  hike,  all  are  welcome.  Spon¬ 
sored  by  Boston  Unitarian  Gays.  We're 
leaving  at  9am  from  the  Boston  Commons 
at  the  corner  of  Charles  and  Beacon  Sts. 
Info:  277-6167. 

30  sun 

Boston  —  The  Rev.  Scotty  McGlennon 
will  speak  on  "The  Rights  of  Mental  Pa¬ 
tients"  at  the  Unitarian  Universalist  Gay 
Caucus,  355  Boylston  St.  7pm. 

Cambridge  —  "The  Origins  of  Male  Dom¬ 
inance"  will  be  discussed  by  Northeast¬ 
ern  University  anthropologist  Lila  Leibo- 
witz  at  the  Gay  Academic  Union.  4pm. 
Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard  Univer. 

Cambridge  —  Women's  Folk  Dance.  All 
dances  are  easy  and  will  be  taught! 
7-10pm.  $2.50  admission.  Sponsored  by 
Boston  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
Info:  661-3633. 

Providence,  Rl  —  Panel  discussion  of 
members  from  Gay  A.A.,  "Alcoholics  and 
Gays".  McAuley  House.  2pm. 


3  wed 

NYC  —  Spring  Social  &  Dance.  8pm.  Gay 
Women's  West  Side,  26  Ninth  Ave.  at  14th 
St.  $3  donation. 

4  thurs 

Boston  —  Gay  People's  Open  Poetry 
Reading.  8pm.  Cafe  Gallery.  Dartmouth 
and  Appleton  Sts.  So.  End. 

Baltimore,  MD  —  Forum:  Richard 
Maulsby,  editor  of  OUT  Magazine,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Gertrude  Stein  Democratic 
Club  and  communications  head  of  the 
National  Lobby  on  Capitol  Hill  will  speak 
at  the  Baltimore  Gay  Alliance,  3rd  floor, 
928  North  Charles  St.  8pm. 

5  fri 

Cambridge  —  Allegra  Productions  pre¬ 
sents  an  evening  of  Women's  Jazz  at 
Paine  Hall,  Harvard  Univ.  8pm.  Suggested 
donation  $3.50.  Baba  yaga,  a  seven  piece 
women's  jazz  band  from  Oregon.  Free 
Child  Care  will  be  provided  (call  in  ad¬ 
vance,  547-1378). 

Portland,  ME  —  New  England  Women's 
Music  Fest.  Dance  with  Lillith,  9pm-1am. 
Portland  Gym,  UMPG.  43. 

Cambridge  —  "A  Tribute  to  Midge  Mac¬ 
kenzie  and  Dr.  Kenneth  Edelin".  8pm. 
Christ  Church,  Zero  Garden  St.  $3. 
donation  to  benefit  Boston  NOW. 

6  sat 

Portland,  ME  —  New  England  Women's 
Music  Fest.  Workshops,  Poetry,  Fun; 
11am-3pm.  Blues,  Folk,  Country,  Classi¬ 
cal;  3pm-5pm.  Kate  Gardner,  Mischief 
Mime,  Sisterhood  Harmony  Band;  7pm- 
11pm.  Portland  Gym,  UMPG.  Ticket  info: 
780-4086.  Childcare  and  lodging  available. 

7  sun 

Portland,  ME  —  N.E.  Women’s  Music 
Fest.  More  Blues,  Folk,  Country,  Polly 
Baker,  Opera.  Portland  Gym,  UMPG. 
Noon-5pm. 

9  tues 

Boston  —  Meeting  for  Lesbian  &  Gay 
school  teachers,  ex-teachers,  school 
workers.  8pm.  355  Boylston JSL_ 
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